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Why was Jesus born? 
 
Quite the question, isn’t it?  

To save the world from sin, and yes, He did that, 
but why did Jesus say He came?  
Jesus said this to the people thronging Him, ask-
ing for miracles and begging Him to remain in 
their town—  

At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary place. 
The people were looking for him and when they 
came to where he was, they tried to keep him 
from leaving them. But he said, “I must pro-
claim the good news of the kingdom of 
God to the other towns also, because that 
is why I was sent.” (Luke 4:42-43, NIV)  

Later, He said this to Pilate, just hours before 
His death on the cross— 

“You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus an-
swered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, 
the reason I was born and came into the 
world is to testify to the truth. Everyone 
on the side of truth listens to me.” (John 
18:37, NIV)  

Jesus came to 
testify to the truth of 
the Kingdom of God. 

He came to teach and lead us by example into 
the life of this Kingdom. In the book of Matthew 
alone, 11 times Jesus begins a teaching by say-
ing, “The Kingdom of Heaven is like...” If Jesus 
had said, “the family of Heaven” or “the state of 
Heaven” or even “the 501c3 of Heaven,” it would 
have been easier for us to understand, but he 
said, “the Kingdom of Heaven,” and we don’t 
have much experience with kingdoms, do we?  

Unless you count the time we went to war to 
be separate from one, or the times we charged 
around with plastic swords and shields as chil-
dren or if we count following the tabloid dra-
ma about the English Royal Family. Certainly, 
building sandcastles does not count as kingdom 
experience, and this puts us at a disadvantage 
when it comes to understanding God as King and 
His rule as a Kingdom. If we aren’t careful, we 
will bring our democratic mindset into our un-
derstanding of scripture, and this is a problem 
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because the Kingdom of Heaven isn’t a democ-
racy.  

Which is uncomfortable, and rightly so. Human-
ity has learned many hard lessons about the 
abuse of sovereign power; there are reasons for 
revolutions. Too much power in the hands of any 
one man or woman is dangerous; our founding 
fathers weren’t wrong in forging a democracy, a 
system of checks and balances in which the voic-
es of many determine the laws of the land. When 
it comes to human government, that is.  

We must remember, God isn’t a human. He isn’t 
tainted by sin or corrupted by the fall. He doesn’t 
struggle with ego or arrogance. He isn’t fallible in 
any way. David, a king who did struggle with all 
the above, said this of God—  

The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the 
soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, 
making wise the simple. The precepts of the 
Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The 
commands of the Lord are radiant, giving 
light to the eyes. (Psalm 19:7-8, NIV)  

Bottom line: this is not our experience with laws. 
We regularly amend and alter, even toss out, 
laws in our cities, states, and countries, so the 
concept of a perfect law, one to be followed with 
whole-hearted devotion, is beyond foreign to us. 
It is downright alien.  

And yet, this is what God proclaims Himself to 
be: a King. Not just any king even, the King of 
Kings and the Lord of Lords (Revelation 19:16, 
NIV). The apostle Paul, writing to Timothy, puts 
it this way— 

In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, 
and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying be-
fore Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I 
charge you to keep this command without spot 
or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which God will bring about in his own 
time—God, the blessed and only Ruler, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone 
is immortal and who lives in unapproachable 
light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him 
be honor and might forever. Amen. (1 Timothy 
6:13-16, NIV)  

Not much room to just think of Jesus as only a 
friend, brother, teacher or even a priest, is there? 
In fact, if we leave out the King aspect of God, 
we run the risk of living a life of general assent 
to basic Christian truths...and a moral life that 
is basically indistinguishable from the average 
non-believer. Because without seeing God as 
King, we keep a vote, and our sin-nature means 
we will use that vote to benefit our flesh more of-
ten than not. We see ourselves as still ruling over 
our own lives, but when we need help, we quickly 
read the Bible and ask Jesus to serve us...Yet we 
don’t see Jesus as ruling over us. We see Him as 
coming alongside us to help us achieve our own 
objectives.    

Hurts to read it flat out like that, doesn’t it?  

When we feel disappointment with God, it is of-
ten because He didn’t answer our prayers as we 
desired He would. Our vote didn’t count, and that 
hurts. We begin to entertain unflattering ideas 
about the character of God...perhaps He isn’t lov-
ing and good and perfect. Our situation seems to 
offer us proof. What we needed was good in our 
own eyes, therefore for God to withhold it, He 
must be bad.  

Seeing God as King 
saves us from this 
tangle. 

When we recognize His rulership over both the 
seen (material) and unseen (immaterial/spiritu-
al) worlds, we realize this includes every aspect 
of our lives individually. There is not one aspect 
of our lives that doesn’t belong to Jesus or exist 
apart from His sovereign rule. There is no such 
thing as a “personal life” for a Christian. As King, 
God demands and deserves obedient loyalty to 
His commands. He is the boss, and He guides 
each step of our lives. When He answers a prayer 
with “no” or “not yet,” we bow our heads and 
hearts in trust of His sovereignty and goodness, 
knowing He is caring for us, even when life hurts.  
What if we accepted Jesus’ Good News that He 
was a new type of king, the best and greatest of 
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all kings, the only king with true authority, and 
that He had a new Kingdom to establish? What 
if we saw ourselves as citizens of this Kingdom, 
instead of members of some religion or church or 
group? What if we stopped engaging in rituals 
and started exercising our rights as citizens of 
this Kingdom? 

What if?  

We tell our children to share, and they do it, sort 
of. If they were to ask us if sharing ever gets eas-
ier, and we were honest, we would have to say 
“no” because kids are smart. They are watching, 
and they see our tension when someone breaks 
a borrowed tool or doesn’t return all the camp-
ing equipment. They see us wrestle with what 
amount to write on the check and struggle with 
opening up seats at our table to those who are 
not like us. They see adult-level sharing is still 
so so hard.  

But, if we responded to Jesus’ command to re-
pent—to change our thinking—and see Him as 
King and take our place as citizens of the King-
dom of Heaven, then sharing starts to be very dif-
ferent. With God as our King, we trust that our 
needs will be met by Him because this is the rela-
tionship between king and citizen. If anyone has 
a need for what we have, we can freely give with 
a cheerful heart, knowing our needs will be met 
by the Sovereign to whom belong all the riches 
of this age and the age to come. We will shift our 
mindset from earning and meritocracy to receiv-
ing and stewardship. So yeah, you can use my 
tent. And yeah, you can have half the cookie or go 
first on the swing or get the applause at work be-
cause my needs are and will be met by the King 
of Heaven and Earth. I am only sharing what has 
been shared with me by Him anyway and follow-
ing in His footsteps along the path of generosity. 
We could learn to live with open hands rather 
than gritted teeth.   

Sounds wonderful when you read it flat-out 
like that.  

And so, it begins to be clear how important it is 
to relate to God as He asked us to—as King, and 
that we see ourselves as He asked us to—as cit-

izens of His Kingdom, with all the rights, privi-
leges and responsibilities that come with that. A 
few things we must make clear about kingdoms 
before moving on1:  

Kingdoms have a king: his word is supreme, 
and all authority belongs to him. Does this apply 
to Jesus, the King of this New Kingdom?

“Then Jesus came to them and said, “All au-
thority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 
28:18-20, NIV)  

With God as our king, 
we trust that our needs 
will be met by Him 
because this is the 
relationship between 
king and citizen.

Kingdoms have a territory, a domain where 
the king exercises total authority. The territory, 
resources, and people are all personal property 
of the king, which is why He is called a lord; as 
the Scriptures declare, “The earth is the Lord’s 
and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that 
dwell therein.” (Psalm 24:1 KJV)  

Kingdoms have a constitution, the documented 
words of the king. The Bible contains the consti-
tution of the Kingdom of God which details His 
will and mind for His citizens. “All Scripture is 
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuk-
ing, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16, 
NIV)
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Kingdoms have citizenry, the people that live 
under the rule of the king. The benefits and 
privileges of a kingdom are only accessible to cit-
izens, and citizenship is granted by the king, not 
earned by the citizen. The king is obligated to 
care for and protect all his citizens; their welfare 
is a reflection on the king himself. The number 
one goal of a citizen in a kingdom is submission 
to the king, seeking only to remain in right 
standing with him. In the Kingdom of Heaven, 
this is righteousness—right standing with God. 
As Jesus said, “But seek first His kingdom and 
His righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:33)  

Kingdoms have laws, standards and principles 
established by the king himself, by which his 
kingdom will function. The laws of a kingdom 
are to be obeyed by all, including foreigners re-
siding in it. Violations of kingdom law place one 
at odds with the king and thus interrupt the fa-
vorable position one enjoys with the king, which 
interrupts access to the benefits and privileges 
of kingdom citizenship. The laws in a kingdom 
cannot be changed by the citizens, nor are they 
subject to a citizen referendum or debate. Simply 
put, the word of the king is law in his kingdom. 

Rebellion against the law is rebellion against the 
king. David’s understanding of this is shown in 
his prayer of repentance: 

“Against you, you only, have I sinned, and 
done what is evil in your sight; so you are 
right in your verdict and justified when you 
judge.” (Psalm 51:4, NIV)  

This is a lot to take in; thankfully, we have the 
next 40 days to clear our heads and hearts, and 
establish ourselves more fully in the truth of the 
message of Christ— 

“Repent, for the Kingdom of God is near!” 
(Matthew 4:17, NIV)  

Jesus didn’t come to start a religion. He came 
to establish a New Kingdom, one that will 
never end.  

Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scep-
ter of righteousness is the scepter of Your king-
dom. (Psalm 45:6 NKJV)
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If we had been there, our names might have been 
Johnathan, Uri, David, Tamar, Talia, Leah.  Or 
perhaps Felix, Maximus, Cyrus or Luna, Octa-
via, Cecelia.  We might have been merchants 
or priests, rabbis or shepherds.  We might have 
been part of the ruling group: prefects and cen-
turions, slave owners and governors.  We might 
have lived within the walls of the city, Jerusa-
lem, or we might have spent weeks travelling to 
be there for Passover.    
  
This was the week when the nation of Israel 
celebrated liberation from Egyptian bondage; if 
we had been there, we would have seen many 
Jews use this time to express their longing for 
political freedom from Rome.  Perhaps we would 
have been among them.  After all, who likes op-
pression?  Jews who claimed to be “messiahs” 
had so often caused riots during this week of 
the year that the Romans always brought extra 
troops into Jerusalem during the Passover sea-
son: troops who wouldn’t hesitate to shed blood 
to keep the peace.  If we had been there, perhaps 
we would have been walking unfamiliar streets, 
tasked with enforcing Roman rule, whatever the 
cost.    
  
No matter what, if we had been there, we would 
have been watching, and we would not have 
missed the news that the man Jesus, whose 

teaching had been causing a stir for years, was 
even now approaching the city.  It had been right 
there, just a few months ago, that Jesus had spo-
ken plainly that He and God were one and the 
same: that time the crowd had tried to stone 
him, calling it blasphemy, and yet…and yet…the 
healings, the teachings, the authority and the 
presence of this man.  If we had been there, we 
would have been curious too. 
 

      
  

We would have joined the throng or at least 
found a place to watch, as He entered the city.  
We would have had palm branches or swords in 
our hands, depending on whether we were Jew-
ish or Roman.  The Jews waved palm branches, 
which were not a symbol of peace and love as 
Christians usually assume; they were taken up 
in reference to the palm branches that had once 
been inscribed on Jewish coins when the Jewish 
nation was free.  Now they were forced to use Ro-
man coins, so this was a symbol of Jewish na-
tionalism, an expression of the people’s desire for 
political freedom.2 

ASH WEDNESDAY

If We Had Been There... 
Palm Sunday, Jerusalem, 
33 A.D. 
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If we had been there, we would have heard the 
cries of “Hosanna!” which means, “Please save 
us!  Give us freedom!”  The people were crying, 
“We are sick of these Romans, come and lead 
us to victory in battle against them!”  We would 
have seen our countrymen lining the streets, pre-
paring to start, or to stop, a riot.  The Jews de-
manding change, the Romans seeking to thwart 
it.  Both groups desiring power.    
  
What would we have been doing, if we were 
there?  Waving palm branches, crying out for po-
litical change or a change in our circumstances, 
our station in life, our physical realities?  Would 
we have tried to stay on the sidelines, watching 
to see which side was ahead 
before we joined in?  Would 
we have sided with the pow-
ers that be, choosing the 
devil that we know, rather 
than some fellow with inter-
esting teachings?    
  
Or would we have taken our 
eyes off our ourselves and 
really looked at Jesus?    
  
If we had done so, we would 
have seen Him as he rode 
into Jerusalem on a donkey, 
just as the prophecy said the 
Messiah would come.  He 
was not entering the city as 
a warlord or a political rival.  
He was entering as a ser-
vant.  He was entering with 
tears running down his face.    
  
If we had listened, really listened, we would have 
heard Him say,    
  

“If you had only known what would bring you 
peace.” (Luke 19:42, NIV)  

  
If we had been there would that have gotten our 
attention?  Would we have looked at this man 
differently?  Thought about what He had been 
saying, showing, proclaiming?  Would we have 
picked up on the truth that He was the Messi-
ah, that there was, in fact, a new King in town, 
which meant a new set of rules, a new way of 

living, a new Kingdom?    
  
We weren’t there, but we are here now, 
and what will we do with this King and His 
Kingdom?    
  
Will we say Hosanna as it was meant to be said?  
Not as a political statement, but as a statement 
of faith, saying,   
  
“Lord, save me, I beseech thee; let this Savior be 
my Savior and my ruler; let me be taken under His 
protection and owned as one of His willing sub-
jects. His enemies are my enemies; Lord, I beseech 
thee, save me from them.  Let my soul prosper and 

be in health, in that peace 
and righteousness which His 
government brings. Let me 
have victory over those lusts 
that war against my soul, 
and let divine grace go on in 
my heart conquering and to 
conquer. Amen.” 3  

Present Day 
 
You are about to join in with 
Christians from all over the 
world on a forty-day journey 
leading up to Easter that is 
called Lent. Lent is a forma-
tive season where we create 
meaningful space to live 
simply, listen well, and pray 
often. It is a time where we 
stop and evaluate our way of 

living that we might come into greater alignment 
with the way of Jesus.   
  
Why do we open with a story about Jesus on 
Palm Sunday, when Palm Sunday is close to the 
END of the Lenten journey, not the beginning?   
  
We do so because today is Ash Wednesday, the 
start of Lent. It is on Ash Wednesday where we 
remember our mortality—from dust we came to 
dust we shall return. We shudder to think how 
without the King and the invitation He offers us 
into His Kingdom—death would be the end of the 
story, but it is not. The Kingdom of God is not a 
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temporal Kingdom, but an eternal one.   
  
In many Christian traditions it is today, Ash 
Wednesday, where believers gather in repen-
tance and remembrance marking the start of the 
Lenten season. As a part of this gathering, the 
pastor may even use ashes to place the sign of 
the cross on the forehead of all believers present. 
Why?   
  
First, to proclaim Christ. We bear the sign of the 
cross, and by doing so, we tell the world who we 
belong to—Jesus and Jesus alone.   
  
Also, to signal surrender. The sign of the cross 
speaks to the truth that we are surrendered to 
Christ. Traditionally, the ash that marks the 

forehead of believers on Ash Wednesday is creat-
ed from the burning of the palm leaves from the 
prior Palm Sunday. Remember, the palms didn’t 
really symbolize the worship of who Jesus was, 
but instead was a symbol of who the people want-
ed Him to be. The worship people gave to Jesus 
that day had strings attached—strings of their 
own expectations.  
  
Each Ash Wednesday, we burn the palms. We lay 
down all expectations we have of who we think 
Christ should be in our life and instead surren-
der to who He is and what He came to do. We 
realign our rightful place—we are not the kings 
of our own kingdoms, instead, we are merely sub-
jects of THE KING, living in HIS KINGDOM.  
  

Questions  
  
What “palms” do you need to burn at the start of this Lenten season? What expectations 
do you have of Jesus that you need to lay down? What areas of your life, mind, heart, past, 
present, and future do you need to surrender as you start this journey?   
  

Prayer

Lord, at the start of this journey I acknowledge you as my Lord, Savior 
and King. I surrender all that I am and all that I have to you. Today, I 
choose to “burn the palms.” I lay down my expectations of who I want 
you to be and what I want you to do for me, and I ask you to have your 
way in my life. As you reveal to me what it means to live in the Kingdom 
of God, may I not just grow in knowledge, but may I grow in revelation 
of who you are King Jesus. I surrender all. Amen.   
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WEEK ONE / SUNDAY

MESSAGE NOTES  



Jesus said, 
“The kingdom 

of God has 
come near. 
Repent and 
believe the 
good news.” 

Mark 1:14 
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If we had been there, we might have been anyone; 
for everyone was thronging to the river to hear 
and see this man who spoke with such authority 
about the things of God. Rich, poor, tax collec-
tors, soldiers, men, women, children, religious 
leaders and political rulers, all were represented.  
Anyone willing to listen could hear this Proph-
et from the desert, crying out, “Repent!  For the 
kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” (Matthew 3:2, NIV)    
 
If we had been there, we 
would have heard John us-
ing the Hebrew word “teshu-
vah” which means “return.”  
To repent means to return to 
the ways of God, forsaking 
your own ways.  To return 
to your origin as a child of 
God.  If we were not among 
the Hebrew speakers, some-
one would have translat-
ed to Greek for us, and we 
would have heard the word 
“metanioa” and known John 
was not just talking about a 
change of mind, but some-
thing far deeper: a funda-
mental transformation of 
outlook, of man’s vision of 
the world and himself, a new way of loving oth-
ers and God.    
 
Would we have been among those willing to con-
fess our sins and cry back to John, “What must 
we do?”  

To which John simply replied,“Be baptized.” 
(Matthew 3:6 &11, NIV)   
 
If we had been there, that day, would we have 
wanted to get wet?  Would we have gladly accept-

ed this renewal teaching, dedicating ourselves 
to a new way of life?  Would we have gone into 
the river?  If we were among the Jews gathered 
there, we would have known the story of our an-
cestors entering the Promised Land, the land we 
were now standing in, after crossing the Jordan 
River, the very river John was even now waist-
deep in.  Upon crossing this river, God gave the 

people a responsibility, a 
calling:  To love Him alone, 
to serve their neighbors, and 
to pursue justice.  We would 
have also known that our 
people had not lived up to 
this responsibility.4    
 
So, when John called us to 
repent, would we have re-
sponded to this offer to start 
over, to go back through the 
river and come out, re-ded-
icated to God, ready for the 
new thing God was about to 
do?  Or would we, like some 
who were gathered there 
that day, sneer at the idea 
that we needed to change?  
Perhaps we have found 
ourselves among those who 
wanted to be seen being 

baptized, but without deep repentance within.  
Would we have walked away dry inside and out?  
Or dripping on the outside, but dry within? Or 
would we have entered the Jordan River, eyes 
already wet with the tears of repentance, heart 
torn open, transformation already begun?   
 
Jesus did.  
 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan 
to be baptized by John. But John tried to 
deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized 

WEEK ONE / MONDAY

If We Had Been There... 
Mid-Stream in the Jordan River, 
30 A.D.
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by you, and do you come to me?” Jesus 
replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to 
do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John 
consented. As soon as Jesus was baptized, 
he went up out of the water. At that moment 
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and alighting 
on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This 
is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased.”  (Matthew 3:13-17, NIV)  

 
If we had been there, we would have had a story 
to tell.    
 
“The sky RIPPED OPEN!”  
“It was like a dove, but more somehow.”   
“It was a voice unlike any I have ever heard.  
The authority, the power, the FULLNESS of it…
words are not enough.”   
“I think maybe this Jesus is someone we should 
pay attention to.”    
 

From that time on Jesus began to preach, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 
(Matthew 4:17, NIV)  

  
Jesus, the King of a New Kingdom, spent the next 
three years proclaiming the renewal John had 
been speaking of: an invitation to be re-dedicat-
ed to loving God alone, to serving our neighbors, 
and to pursuing justice for all.  He demonstrated 
the life of the Kingdom: full of power, compas-
sion, and truth.  

______________________

 Maundy Thursday  
The Upper Room, Jerusalem, 33 A.D. 

On the night of the Passover, Jesus and the dis-
ciples ate what would be their last meal together 
before the crucifixion.   
 

Jesus knew that the Father had put all things 
under his power, and that he had come from 
God and was returning to God; so he got up 
from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and 
wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, 
he poured water into a basin and began to 

wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the 
towel that was wrapped around him. (John 
13:3-5, NIV)   

 
When Jesus got to Peter, Peter objected. “No! 
You will never wash my feet.” (John 13:8a, NIRV) 
 
If we had been there, would we have felt as Pe-
ter did?  Uncomfortable with this man who spoke 
with the very authority of God, on the floor, 
touching feet?  Or would we have rather enjoyed 
someone so great doing something so lowly?    
   

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have 
no part with me.” “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter 
replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my 
head as well!” (John 13:8b-9, NIV)  

 
If we had been there, would our minds have gone 
back to those days in the Jordan River, when so 
many were baptized, re-dedicating themselves to 
the ways of God?  Would we have remembered 
coming out of the river, dripping and clean?   
 
Jesus assures Peter that all he needs is a simple 
foot washing; the rest of him is clean, but feet 
get dirty.  As we move through life, we cannot 
stay completely clean.  Would it have clicked that 
God was inviting everyone into a life of constant 
renewal, constant washing, and recommitting to 
the rights and responsibilities of the Kingdom?    
 
If we had been there, would we have understood 
how near the Kingdom of Heaven really was?  
That WE are the beloved, the children of God, 
that we could be dedicated to loving him alone, to 
serving our neighbors, to pursuing justice for all.  
Jesus understood that while we are here, we will 
need washing; He knew we would need repen-
tance and cleansing, confession, and forgiveness.   
 
We weren’t there, then, but we are here now, and 
Jesus, the King of a new Kingdom, marked by 
love and truth and justice, is ready to wash all 
who are willing.      
 

God, create a pure heart in me. Give me a new 
spirit that is faithful to you. (Psalm 51:10, 
NIRV) Amen.
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In those days John the Baptist came, preach-
ing in the wilderness of Judea and saying, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” This is he who was spoken of through 
the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in 
the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him.’” John’s clothes 
were made of camel’s hair, and he had a 
leather belt around his waist. His food was 
locusts and wild honey. People went out to 
him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the 
whole region of the Jordan. Confessing their 
sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River. But when he saw many of the Phari-
sees and Sadducees coming to where he was 
baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vi-
pers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 
wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repen-
tance.” (Matthew 3:1-8, NIV) 

 
Yesterday, you read about repentance. It’s a bold 
word, a polarizing word, yet a necessary word 
to understanding and entering the Kingdom of 
God. Jesus said, “The kingdom of God has come 
near. Repent and believe the good news.” (Mark 
1:15, NIV) Jesus didn’t say these words because 
He wanted something from you, but instead, He 
wanted something for you. He wanted to offer 

you the best gift of all—His unconditional love, 
unbroken relationship, eternal life. It’s a free 
gift: all you must do to receive it is heed one sim-
ple word—repent. This marks the Kingdom of 
God and sets it apart from all world religions...
this is not the origin story of one more religion, 
one more set of rules about how to reach God.  
This is the next chapter in the unfolding story 
of God reaching out to man, inviting him to be a 
citizen of the Kingdom of God once again.   
 
Maybe Jesus knew important things were worth 
repeating. You see, before Jesus would declare 
these words, John the Baptist, the man who pre-
pared the way for Jesus by announcing His ar-
rival and the arrival of a new Kingdom, made the 
same bold call of “Repent!” He even condemned 
the religious leaders of his day because the fruit 
coming from their life, didn’t look like the fruit of 
a surrendered life and a repentant heart. What 
about you? Is the fruit of repentance evident in 
your life?  

Repentance is not a one-time activity; it is an on-
going response to God’s movement in your life. 
Repentance is our first response, but it must re-
main our recurring response as we seek to follow 
Jesus.   

WEEK ONE / TUESDAY

First Response, Recurring Response  

Questions
 
What kind of fruit is your life producing? Does it look like the fruit of someone who sees 
repentance as a once-upon-a-time activity, or an ongoing, daily response to God at work 
in your life?  
 
How can you repent, today? What is something you need to turn from or change your 
mind about?  
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People were bringing little children to Jesus 
for him to place his hands on them, but the 
disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, 
he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the 
little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such 
as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child 
will never enter it.” And he took the children 
in his arms, placed his hands on them and 
blessed them. (Mark 10:13-16, NIV) 

  
You do not need to have it all together to come 
to Jesus—quite the opposite. Jesus says, if you 
want to receive the Kingdom of God, become 
more like a child. Instead of self-reliance, chil-
dren are helpless. Instead of skepticism, children 
are filled with trust. The pride of life hasn’t yet 
affected children; instead, they are marked by a 
humble curiosity. Love and affection are eagerly 
received and given to those who care for them. 
Jesus says the only way to receive the King-

dom—saying YES to God’s leadership over your 
life—is to become less like an adult that relishes 
in their own independence and more like a child 
that relies fully on their interdependence with 
their caregivers. God is your loving Father. You 
are His beloved child. John calls you to never for-
get this truth, 

“See what great love the Father has lavished 
on us, that we should be called children of 
God! And that is what we (you) are!” (1 John 
3:1, NIV) 

 
Kingdom living is not only about repentance 
and turning from our sinful ways, but also about 
receptivity to embrace the qualities that allow 
God’s love to flow freely into your life. Become 
like a child. Leave behind your worries, skepti-
cism, mistrust, and doubt. Embrace the childlike 
qualities of humility, joy, love, trust and wonder. 
For when you do, you make loving God, and be-
ing loved by God, uncomplicated.  

WEEK ONE / WEDNESDAY

Uncomplicated Love 

Questions  

What qualities from your childhood have you lost as an adult that you want to reclaim?   
How will embracing those qualities once again make loving God, and being loved by 
God, uncomplicated?

WEEK ONE / THURSDAY

The Power of Choice 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named 
Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish 
ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and 
said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God. For no one could 

perform the signs you are doing if God were 
not with him.” Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell 
you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless 
they are born again.” “How can someone be 
born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. 
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“Surely they cannot enter a second time 
into their mother’s womb to be born!” Jesus 
answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can 
enter the kingdom of God unless they are born 
of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to 
flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You 
should not be surprised at my saying, 
‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows 
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but 
you cannot tell where it comes from or where 
it is going. So it is with everyone born of the 
Spirit.” “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 
“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do 
you not understand these things? Very truly 
I tell you, we speak of what we know, and 
we testify to what we have seen, but still you 
people do not accept our testimony. I have 
spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak 
of heavenly things? No one has ever gone 
into heaven except the one who came from 
heaven—the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted 
up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son 
of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him.” For 
God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. For 
God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him. Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because they have 
not believed in the name of God’s one and 
only Son. (John 3:1-18, NIV) 

Nicodemus would have been seen as the cream of 
the crop in Jewish society—status, power, mon-
ey, education, followers—he had arrived. He was 
used to being the teacher and the expert. Peo-
ple came to him with their questions, and he al-
ways had an answer. This night was different. 

Under the cover of darkness, he humbles himself 
enough to come to Jesus, with more questions 
than answers.  In one sentence, Jesus dismantles 
Nicodemus’ entire belief system. He says that the 
people in right standing with God are not those 
physically born into a family of Jewish lineage, 
but those who are spiritually reborn as a result 
of the Spirit’s work on the inside of them. Nicode-
mus leaves this brief exchange with more ques-
tions than answers.   
  
“How can this be?” may have been his last words 
to Jesus that day, but it is not the last time you 
hear from him. Not only would he defend Jesus to 
his peers seeking to seize and kill him, but after 
Jesus’ crucifixion, it was Nicodemus who would 
help to prepare his body for burial. Caring for the 
body of Jesus showed where his allegiance lay. As 
he touched and cared for Jesus’ dead body before 
his resurrection, he made himself unclean and 
would be disqualified from participating the fes-
tival of Unleavened Bread, known as Passover. 
This act would have been unthinkable for some-
one in his position, but Nicodemus had a higher 
allegiance now. It’s as if he had finally been, born 
again. He made his choice. Jesus above law. Je-
sus above tradition. Jesus above everything.   
 
Living in God’s Kingdom, with Jesus as King, 
means that you will encounter hard choices. 
Fear man or fear God? My agenda first, or God’s 
will first? Keep control or relinquish control? To 
make a choice in favor of something or someone 
means you also make a counter-choice against 
something or someone. As the Medieval saying 
goes, “Every choice is a renunciation.” It seems 
Nicodemus made his choice. Saying yes to Jesus, 
meant saying no to the ways of the religious lead-
ers. Paul made a choice too, “I no longer live, but 
Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20, NIV). Choose to-
day: who will you serve? 

Questions  

Jesus says that the only way to enter the Kingdom of God is to be born of water and spirit. 
There is a natural birth, but there must be a spiritual rebirth. When you look to your own life, 
what are the signs that a spiritual rebirth has taken place and God’s Spirit is at work 
within you?  
  
Nicodemus put his reputation, role, and relationships on the line to care for Jesus. 
What about you? Is Jesus more important than everything else in your life?  
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Questions  

 What is your motivation to do what is right?  
  
“People look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (1 Sam. 16:7) How 
might God describe the state of your heart today? 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 
to abolish them but to fulfill them. For 
truly I tell you, until heaven and earth 
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the 
least stroke of a pen, will by any means 
disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished. Therefore, anyone who sets 
aside one of the least of these commands and 
teaches others accordingly will be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever 
practices and teaches these commands will 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For 
I tell you that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law, you will certainly not 
enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:17-
20, NIV) 

  
Many puzzle pieces have been laid out this week 
of what it looks like to receive the Kingdom of 
God. Repent. Become like a child. Start life over, 
choosing Jesus as your highest priority. Yet, to-
day’s reading may feel discouraging if not under-
stood correctly. I can’t enter the Kingdom unless 
I am more righteous than the Pharisees and 
Scribes?  Who are those people anyways? Also, 
this is confusing. I thought I am saved by grace, 
not by works? What is Jesus talking about?  
  
The Scribes devoted their lives to being students 
of the scriptures. They built rules upon rules to 
define clearly what was right, what was wrong. 
Nothing was left to chance. The Pharisees took 
their cues from the Scribes. If the Scribes sought 
to define righteousness, then the Pharisees took 

it one step further to make sure that was lived 
out. And we are supposed to be more righteous….
than them?   
  
If you were to keep reading on in Jesus’ most 
famous sermon, the Sermon on the Mount, you 
would find that right after He states these words 
in the text you just read, He goes on to give some 
examples. Repeatedly, Jesus says, “You have 
heard it said…but I tell you.” He lists the “rule” 
of righteousness, then He calls them to a high-
er standard. It’s not just murder that is unrigh-
teous, but so is anger in your heart. It’s not just 
adultery that is unrighteous, but also lust in your 
heart. It’s not enough to love your neighbor, you 
must also love your enemies. He speaks about 
the outward action but then calls them to an in-
ward change of heart.  
 
Surpassing righteousness isn’t just about doing 
what is right, but about being right in God’s sight.  

Surpassing righteousness isn’t just about the ac-
tions of our life, but the motivation of our heart. 

Surpassing righteousness means that purity of 
heart in God’s sight is more important that a per-
formance of holiness for man’s sake. 
 
It’s not possible without God’s help. However, 
when you live submitted in the Kingdom of God, 
the King changes your heart from the inside out. 
God will be faithful to extend relentless forgive-
ness, mercy and grace, making you right over 
and over again.  

WEEK ONE / FRIDAY

Righteousness Redefined 
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Prayer

Lord, Thank you for making a way for me to receive and enter into the 

Kingdom. Daily, I continue to search my heart, and ask you to bring into 

the light any feelings, thoughts, or actions that are not in alignment 

with your will and your ways. I repent. I change my mind on what I 

think is true and right and surrender to what I know to be true and right 

according to the laws of your Kingdom. As I surrender daily, heal my 

heart. My heart is prone to wander, that I know. Help me to stay close to 

you – just like a child would stay close to their father. Have your way in 

my life as I continue in this journey of what it looks like to be a citizen in 

Your Kingdom and not in this world. I don’t have it all figured out, I’m 

not perfect, but I’m willing. Amen.

WEEK ONE / SATURDAY

Rest and Reflect
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WEEK TWO 
SEEK THE KINGDOM - GOD’S WAY 



“But seek first 
his kingdom and 

his righteousness, and 
all these things will 

be given to you 
as well.” 

Mark 6:33 
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WEEK TWO / SUNDAY

MESSAGE NOTES  
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Where the Via Maris road curves around the Sea 
of Galilee, the ground is hot, the land rocky and 
the sky expansive. The water meets the land in 
such a way as to form a natural amphitheater, 
allowing many to hear the words of the Teacher 
who is even now speaking.    
  
If we had been there, perhaps we would have 
found a spot close enough to 
see this man, Jesus, as He 
spoke.  Perhaps we would 
have arrived out of breath, 
having run the moment we 
heard He was speaking and 
welcoming listeners.  Per-
haps we would have been 
following Him all along, ea-
ger to be taught.  Or perhaps 
we would have arrived filled 
with smug questions, wait-
ing for an opportunity to 
discredit this irritating man 
and His irritating teachings.  
  
If we had been there, most 
likely we would have been 
Jewish, and we would have 
spent our lives working hard 
to fulfill the law—to live up 
to the rules given by God to Moses as the means 
by which we were to be made righteous and to 
establish the Kingdom of God. No matter how out 
of breath we were, or how far from the front of 
the crowd, this statement would have caught our 
ear:  
  

“Do not think I have come to abolish the Law 
or the Prophets, I have not come to abolish 
them, but to fulfill them.” (Mathew 5:17, NIV)  

  
Would we have been relieved to hear Jesus state 

that He had not come to abolish the Law?  Had 
the Law become livelihood to us?  A way to earn 
social standing, influence and even money?  Or 
would we have groaned, as we had been hoping it 
would be done away with, for we had suffered un-
der the weight of the rule of the Law, as it exposed 
the distance between our efforts and God’s holi-
ness, no matter how hard we tried. Either way, if 

we had been there, we would 
have been listening, as the 
Teacher continued, driving 
home His point—that God is 
our father and He sees and 
cares about the heart, not 
just external deeds of righ-
teousness and religion.    
  
If you were good at following 
the letter of the law, this was 
upsetting, as the heart is a 
wild beast.  If you weren’t 
good at following the law, 
this was upsetting, as God 
apparently had no interest 
in lowering the standards 
of righteousness. After all, 
it was one thing to not ac-
tually commit adultery, but 
another thing altogether not 

to ever even think about physical pleasure with 
another, other than your spouse…or anyone at 
all if you were not married.  What kind of King-
dom is this anyway?    
  
If we had been there, we probably would have 
been waiting for Jesus to say something reliev-
ing like, “All these things are to simply show you 
how much you need forgiving.” But He doesn’t. 
He ends the whole talk by saying,   
  

“Therefore everyone who hears these words 

WEEK TWO / MONDAY

If We Had Been There... 
A hill on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, 
between Capernaum and Gennesaret, 
31 or 32 A.D. 
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of mine and puts them into practice is like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. The 
rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it 
did not fall, because it had its foundation on 
the rock.  But everyone who hears these words 
of mine and does not put them into practice 
is like a foolish man who built his house 
on sand. The rain came down, the streams 
rose, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house, and it fell with a great crash.”  
(Matthew 7:24-27, NIV)  

  
Perhaps, if we had been there, this talk by the 
Sea of Galilee would have been pricking at our 
minds and hearts for years now. The words of 
this man weren’t easy to dismiss. We would have 
known of John the Baptist: the popular belief 
was that he was a prophet, 
and he had repeatedly pro-
claimed Jesus was the Lamb 
of God, “Who takes away the 
sins of the world” (John 1:29, 
36, NIV). Now, a few years 
later, it was Passover week 
and Jesus was in town.   
 

______________________
 

Passover 
Preparations 
Jerusalem, 
33 A.D.  

  
If we had been there, by 
now it would not have been 
lost on us that Jesus arrived in Jerusalem on 
the tenth day of Nissan, according to the Jewish 
calendar. To the Romans it was marked as April 
3rd. While this day held no special significance 
for the Romans, for the Jews it was lamb choos-
ing day5, as communicated from God by Moses in 
the book of Exodus.  
  

“Tell the whole community of Israel that 
on the tenth day of this month each man is 
to take a lamb for his family, one for each 
household. If any household is too small 

for a whole lamb, they must share one with 
their nearest neighbor, having taken into 
account the number of people there are. You 
are to determine the amount of lamb needed 
in accordance with what each person will 
eat. The animals you choose must be year-old 
males without defect, and you may take them 
from the sheep or the goats. Take care of them 
until the fourteenth day of the month, when 
all the members of the community of Israel 
must slaughter them at twilight. Then they 
are to take some of the blood and put it on 
the sides and tops of the doorframes of the 
houses where they eat the lambs. That same 
night they are to eat the meat roasted over the 
fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made 
without yeast. Do not eat the meat raw or 
boiled in water, but roast it over a fire—with 

the head, legs and internal 
organs. Do not leave any of 
it till morning; if some is 
left till morning, you must 
burn it. This is how you are 
to eat it: with your cloak 
tucked into your belt, your 
sandals on your feet and 
your staff in your hand. Eat 
it in haste; it is the Lord’s 
Passover.” (Exodus 12:3, 
5-11, NIV)  
  
If we had been there, on 
that particular lamb choos-
ing day, we would have seen 
shepherds bringing in the 
best of their flocks, families 
gathering to look the lambs 
over, carefully selecting the 
one they would sacrifice four 

days from today, on Passover. It is into this set-
ting that Jesus rides in on a donkey. Past the 
pens of year-old sheep, brought to the city for 
choosing. If we had been there, we might have 
been choosing a lamb for ourselves, for our fam-
ily, to be sacrificed and consumed in remem-
brance of the great deliverance and exodus from 
Egypt hundreds of years before, when the angel 
of death passed over any homes marked by the 
blood of the lambs.    
  
Perhaps, now that Jesus has been crucified on 
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the very day of Passover, we might have made 
the connection. Maybe, just maybe we would 
have been ready to accept the Lamb of God, come 
to take away the sins of the world, ours included.    
  
If we had been there, what would we have done?  
Would we have decided to follow Christ?  Would 
we have taken Jesus up on His offer to enter this 
life of practical discipleship?  Would we have re-
ceived grace, understanding that he was the final 
Passover lamb, whose shed blood would allow us 
access to the very throne of God for the power, 

wisdom and resources to build our house upon 
this Rock?    
  
We will never know what we would have done 
then, if we had been there, but we are here now…
and the invitation hasn’t changed.    
  
“Come, build your house upon the rock.”  
  
We weren’t there, then, but we are here now, and 
what have the storms of life revealed? Houses 
built on rocks? Or sand? 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat or drink; or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothes? Look 
at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap 
or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not much more 
valuable than they? Can any one of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your life? And 
why do you worry about clothes? See how the 
flowers of the field grow. They do not labor 
or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon 
in all his splendor was dressed like one of 
these. If that is how God clothes the grass of 
the field, which is here today and tomorrow 
is thrown into the fire, will he not much more 
clothe you—you of little faith? So do not 
worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For 
the pagans run after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well. Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of 
its own.” (Matthew 6:25-31, NIV) 

The Kingdom of God is evident wherever God 
gets His way in the world. Is goodness evident in 
your home? Sign of the Kingdom. Are you living a 
righteous life? Sign of the Kingdom. Did you see 
a random act of kindness today on the internet? 
Sign of the Kingdom. Did someone speak a word 
of life or encouragement to you? Sign of the King-
dom. All these are signs of God getting His way in 
the world.  
 
You are called to seek first the Kingdom. That 
means you are to seek first whatever it takes for 
God to get His way in the world - starting in your 
own life.  
 
There are a number of things that can stand in 
the way of seeking first God’s Kingdom—the 
usual suspects—sin, selfishness, doubt, lack of 
trust. The one that Jesus mentions may come as 
a surprise— worry. Worries about life, provision, 
health, family—this is not the way of God’s chil-
dren. Worry builds a wall between you and the 
Kingdom of God coming to bear in your life. Worry 
is the way of the world. If you want to be a per-
son who seeks God’s Kingdom above all else, lay 
down worry. Stop worrying about tomorrow. Stop 
worrying about what other people think of you. 

WEEK TWO / TUESDAY

Why Worry?



Stop worrying that God won’t provide. Turn your 
worry into worship. Declare that your reliance is 

on God and watch Him faithfully respond, giving 
you everything that you need.  

Questions  

What are you worried about today?   
How might that keep you from seeking first God’s Kingdom today?

WEEK TWO / WEDNESDAY

Lacking Just One Thing 

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran 
up to him and fell on his knees before him. 
“Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?” “Why do you 
call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one 
is good—except God alone. You know the 
commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you 
shall not commit adultery, you shall not 
steal, you shall not give false testimony, you 
shall not defraud, honor your father and 
mother.’” “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I 
have kept since I was a boy.” Jesus looked at 
him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he 
said. “Go, sell everything you have and give 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.” At this the 
man’s face fell. He went away sad, because 
he had great wealth. Jesus looked around 
and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for 
the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” The 
disciples were amazed at his words. But 
Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it 
is[e] to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God.” The disciples were even 
more amazed, and said to each other, “Who 
then can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and 
said, “With man this is impossible, but not 
with God; all things are possible with God.” 
Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything 

to follow you!” “Truly I tell you,” Jesus 
replied, “no one who has left home or brothers 
or sisters or mother or father or children or 
fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive 
a hundred times as much in this present age: 
homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, 
and fields—along with persecutions—and in 
the age to come eternal life. But many who 
are first will be last, and the last first.” (Mark 
10:17-31, NIV) 

 
On this particular day, a man came chasing af-
ter Jesus, collapsing at His feet; he desperately 
asks Jesus how he can have eternal life. It seems 
as if he has heard rumblings that Jesus was a 
new King, ruling in a new Kingdom and he want-
ed in. What will it take? He’s kept all the com-
mandments, will that do it? Impressive, but not 
enough. 
 Jesus said you lack just one thing. Sell it all. 
Give it all. Follow only me. The wealthy man left 
defeated. With all that he possessed, and after all 
he had done to protect his assets, how could he 
just…let it all go? He walked away that day, but 
he shouldn’t have. His wealth wasn’t the prob-
lem, his unsurrendered heart was.   
 
Jesus was extending an offer of Kingdom citizen-
ship to this man; in a Kingdom everything be-
longs to the King.  There is no personal property, 
no personal wealth.  The territory, resources and 
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people all belong to the King, not so the King can 
be made rich, but because this King of Kings, the 
One True God, made it all and owns it all in the 
first place!   
 
Author CS Lewis put it this way - 
 
“Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or 
of moving your limbs from moment to moment, is 
given you by God. If you devoted every moment of 
your whole life exclusively to His service you could 
not give Him anything that was not in a sense his 
own already ... It is like a small child going to 
its father and saying, ‘Daddy, give me sixpence 
to buy you a birthday present.’ It is all very nice 
and proper, but only an idiot would think that the 
father is sixpence to the good on the transaction.” 6 
 
It all belongs to Him.  Which means God isn’t ask-
ing for you to give Him something that is yours, 

He is checking your heart.  Have you stepped 
back into self-rule?  Are you viewing what you 
have as your own?  Peter pipes up, wanting the 
approval of Jesus – We have left everything to 
follow you!  Jesus’ response is both a comfort 
and a warning:  You will be taken care of by the 
King...and you will suffer for being part of this 
Kingdom, because not all will follow the King. 
  
This brief exchange may make you feel discour-
aged; it certainly did for the disciples. If that’s 
you, heed the words of Jesus today. “All things 
are possible with God.” Abundant life now and 
eternal life later is within reach for everyone. 
God can change any heart if we allow Him to. 
Changed hearts belong to people who desire to 
follow Jesus above everything else. People that 
follow Jesus above all else are never disappoint-
ed. God isn’t interested in you checking boxes, 
what He wants is your heart.   

As they were walking along the road, a man 
said to him, “I will follow you wherever you 
go.” Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and 
birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no 
place to lay his head.” He said to another 
man, “Follow me.” But he replied, “Lord, first 
let me go and bury my father.” Jesus said to 
him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but 
you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 
Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; 
but first let me go back and say goodbye to 
my family.” Jesus replied, “No one who puts 
a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

service in the kingdom of God.” 
(Luke 9:57-62, NIV) 

There is a famous hymn called, “I have decided to 
follow Jesus.” The origins of this hymn date back 
150 years to a region of India known as Assam. 
Hundreds of tribes known to be aggressive and 
hostile lived there.7 Through the work of mission-
aries, one local man came to faith and his conver-
sion to Christianity started a wave of evangelism 
in the village. Many others came to Christ. This 
infuriated the village chief, and he soon called 
the village together where he publicly called the 

Questions  

Jesus said “one thing you lack” to this man and asked him to give up something specific in order 
to follow Him. What one thing do you lack as you follow Jesus? 

If Jesus asked you to give up one thing in order to follow Him, what would he ask of you?  

WEEK TWO / THURSDAY

No Turning Back 
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Questions  

As you follow Jesus you will have to overcome wrong expectations of who God is and what He 
should do for you. You will have to resist procrastination, “I will follow when….” You will have 
to say no to hesitation, “I will follow but first…..” 

What specific area is God asking you to say YES to following Him in? What expectation, procras-
tination or hesitation is standing in the way? 

WEEK TWO / FRIDAY

Treasure Hunt 

man to renounce his faith or face death. The man 
refused. He said, “I have decided to follow Jesus.”  
 
The angered chief ordered arrows to be shot at 
his sons who died in front of him. He refused.  
 
“Though no one joins me, still I will follow.” 
 
Infuriated, he gave the same orders for his wife 
to be killed. Again, he asked the man to deny his 
faith.  
 
“The cross before me, the world behind me. No 
turning back.”  
 
Finally, he was killed. The story goes that the 
chief was so moved by the resolute faith of this 
man and his family that he converted to Chris-
tianity and with his influence the entire village 
turned to Christ as well.  
 

“I have decided to follow Jesus. No turning back. 
No turning back.”   
 
Contrast that story with the three men in today’s 
reading. The first man said he would follow, but 
the inconveniences were too great. He had the 
wrong expectation of what it means to seek first 
the Kingdom of God. The second man promised 
he would follow Jesus after he went home to bury 
his father. He dealt with procrastination. The fi-
nal man also promised to follow; he simply want-
ed to say goodbye to his family first. He dealt 
with hesitation. Jesus is looking for followers 
who don’t look back or turn back.  Expectations. 
Hesitations. Procrastination. All of these things 
cause you to take your eyes off Jesus and look 
back to what you’ve left, what you’ve lost, what 
you’ve leveraged in order to build the kingdom. 
Decide to follow Jesus—no turning back, no turn-
ing back. 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field. When a man found it, he 
hid it again, and then in his joy went and 
sold all he had and bought that field. Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
looking for fine pearls. When he found 
one of great value, he went away and sold 
everything he had and bought it.” 
(Matthew 13:44-46, NIV) 

Weddings are joyous occasions, but maybe the 
most joyful moment beside the big kiss is the 
exchanging of rings. As the bride and groom ex-
change costly possessions of gold, silver and pre-
cious stone, they do so joyfully, not begrudgingly. 
What that ring cost them is nothing compared to 
the joy they receive from the one who now pos-
sesses that gift.  
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God’s Kingdom, His rule and reign in your life, 
is like receiving a treasure. And our response to 
discovering this treasure should be joy!  
 
When you enter into the Kingdom, you receive 
salvation, the gift of God’s presence, and eternal 
life— but you also receive everything else. This 
week’s key verse is “Seek first the Kingdom” but 
that demand comes with this promise…“Every-
thing else will be added.”  
 
What is everything else? EVERYTHING! 

“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the 
world, and all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1, NIV). 
It’s all God’s. And if it’s all God’s, then when you 
follow God there is no desire you have that is out 
of His reach to deliver. Being a citizen in God’s 
Kingdom may mean you surrender your will and 
rights to the rightful King, but you can do so with 
joy, knowing what He has for you is so much bet-
ter than anything you could accomplish or pur-
sue on your own.  

Questions  

Much talk about the Kingdom of God is filled with language of sacrifice and hardship, but do 
not forget that a distinction of life in the Kingdom is joy. What JOY are you experiencing today 
as a result of following Jesus? 
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Prayer

Lord, I don’t want to live a life that does the bare minimum to be consid-

ered a part of your Kingdom, I want to seek first your Kingdom above all 

else. Help me to align my priorities to yours, align my will to your ways. 

I lay down worry. I lay down my expectations, my hesitations and my 

procrastination that tempts me to say, “I’ll change tomorrow.” I want to 

be changed by you today. No turning back. If I’m honest, there are days 

where I do grow weary in doing good...restore unto me the joy of my sal-

vation. I rejoice and rest in the truth that it doesn’t get better than living 

life in Your Kingdom. Amen.  

WEEK TWO / SATURDAY

Rest and Reflect
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WEEK THREE 
SEE THE KINGDOM - GOD’S STORIES 
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WEEK THREE / SUNDAY

MESSAGE NOTES  



“Blessed are your eyes 

because they see, and 

your ears because they 

hear. For truly I tell you, 

many prophets and 

righteous people longed 

to see what you see but 

did not see it, and to 

hear what you hear but 

did not hear it.” 

Matthew 13:16-17
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If we had been there, perhaps we would have 
wondered why this Jesus was comparing the 
Kingdom of Heaven to small things. After all, 
this was Yahweh, God!, we were talking about: 
the Almighty, the King of Kings and the Lord 
of Lords, the Beginning and the End, the Mak-
er and Sustainer of, well, everything.  Shouldn’t 
talk of the Kingdom of such an all-powerful Mak-
er be about bigger things? 
 
Seeds, coins, pearls, yeast, 
fish, and wheat are all small. 
Easily missed, and, once 
possessed, easily lost. If we 
had been there, this might 
not have been the explana-
tions we had been hoping 
for…perhaps we wanted as-
surance that the Kingdom of 
Heaven was grand, easy to 
attain and hard to lose sight 
of.  Or perhaps, if we had 
been there, we might have 
sagely nodded our heads like 
the disciples did after they 
heard these parables and 
Jesus asked them if they un-
derstood. 
 

“Have you understood all 
these things?” Jesus asked. “Yes,” they replied.  
(Matthew 14:51, NIV) 

These men had the books of the Torah memorized 
by age 10, as did all Hebrew children with access 
to a Torah teacher. Quickly following, they would 
have memorized the books of Psalms and Prov-
erbs, then the books of the Prophets. They knew 
the charge to seek wisdom above all else to get 
understanding. So did they, in fact, understand 
these truths about the Kingdom of Heaven? Did 
they understand these parables? If we had been 

there, what would we have seen?  

If we had been there a handful of months later, 
we might have seen them running in the night, 
going every which way except in the direction the 
Roman guards were taking Jesus. They weren’t 
demonstrating faith, even faith the size of a 
mustard seed, nor showing the great harvest of 

courage, one of the fruits of 
Kingdom values.  We don’t 
see them understanding Je-
sus’ choice to lay down His 
life because of love and be-
cause of what He knew was 
coming next. We don’t see 
them letting everything go, 
holding nothing, not even 
physical life itself, as more 
valuable than being part of 
this Kingdom. No, we see 
them running and hiding 
and grabbing hold of this 
life.  
 
When confronted with the 
ways of the Kingdom, the 
question isn’t simply, “Have 
you understood?”  Within 
that question is this ques-
tion: “How committed are 

you to the old ways?”   
 
The old ways of first come, first serve? The old 
ways of positional, not earned, respect? The old 
ways of value being about money? The old ways 
of forgiveness being about deservedness? The 
old ways of “It’s hard” being a reason not to do 
it? The old ways of outward appearance trump-
ing inward realities? The old ways of telling 
God your dreams and expecting Him to jump on 
board? The old ways of measuring good and bad 
based on feelings? 

WEEK THREE / MONDAY

If We Had Been There... 
Galilee, near Nazareth, 
31 or 32 A.D. 
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At the end of the trial, after the whipping and 
the thorns and the carrying of the rough wooden 
beams, after the nails and the mocking and the 
thieves, there, at the foot of the cross, was John.  
The only one of the disciples who came to look 
into the bruised, cut and swollen eyes of the Mas-
ter. Mary was there too; Mary brave as always. 
If we had been there, we would have heard Jesus 
ask John to take care of His mom, and we would 
have heard John solemnly 
promise to do so, and from 
that hour John took Mary 
into his own home.   
 
Maybe, just maybe, if we had 
been there we would have 
been struck by this. This 
thinking of others, of love, of 
courage, of a very different 
kind of Kingdom in which 
widows were high priority, 
and forgiveness was preemi-
nent. Jesus ensures the care 
of His mother, a job which 
was His as her eldest son. 
 

Later, knowing that 
everything had now 
been finished, and so 
that Scripture would be 
fulfilled, Jesus said, “I 
am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, 
so they [the soldiers] soaked a sponge in 
it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop 
plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. When he 
had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is 
finished.” With that, he bowed his head and 
gave up his spirit. (John 19:28-30, NIV) 

 

If we had been there, we would have been very 
aware that this was the day of Passover, and 
what was used every Passover, beginning that 
night in Egypt hundreds of years ago to spread 
the lamb’s blood over the door frames of the 
homes in which all believers dwelt, a sign to the 
Angel of the Lord to pass over and not take the 
life of the firstborn sons within? If we had been 
there, we would have known.   

 
Hyssop.  
 
The Lamb of God, who en-
tered the city on lamb choos-
ing day, was now laying 
down His life on Passover, 
offering each of us covering 
for our sins. Inviting each of 
us to enter the doorway into 
new life in the Kingdom of 
God. A new King has come, 
with a new way of living for 
each of us.  
 
Just like that night in Egypt, 
it is our choice to obey or not. 
To enter in or to hold onto 
the old ways. To join God in 
the work of this wonderful 
Kingdom or to keep doing 
our own work.  

 
Will we, along with the thief who died alongside 
of Jesus, lay it all down and take up the ways of 
this Kingdom?  
 
I have chosen the way of faithfulness; I have set 
my heart on your laws. (Psalm 119:30, NIV)

Passover 
Golgotha, 33 A.D. 
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That same day Jesus went out of the 
house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a 
boat and sat in it, while all the people stood 
on the shore. Then he told them many things 
in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to 
sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, 
some fell along the path, and the birds came 
and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, 
where it did not have much soil. It sprang 
up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But 
when the sun came up, the plants were 
scorched, and they withered because they had 
no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which 
grew up and choked the plants. Still other 
seed fell on good soil, where it produced a 
crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what 
was sown. Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 
The disciples came to him and asked, “Why 
do you speak to the people in parables?” He 
replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets 
of the kingdom of heaven has been given to 
you, but not to them. Whoever has will be 
given more, and they will have an abundance. 
Whoever does not have, even what they have 
will be taken from them. This is why I speak 
to them in parables: Though seeing, they do 
not see; though hearing, they do not hear or 
understand. In them is fulfilled the prophecy 
of Isaiah: ‘You will be ever hearing but never 
understanding; you will be ever seeing but 
never perceiving. For this people’s heart has 
become calloused; they hardly hear with 
their ears, and they have closed their eyes. 
Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear 
with their ears, understand with their hearts 
and turn, and I would heal them.’ But blessed 
are your eyes because they see, and your ears 
because they hear. For truly I tell you, many 
prophets and righteous people longed to see 
what you see but did not see it, and to hear 
what you hear but did not hear it. Listen then 
to what the parable of the sower means: When 
anyone hears the message about the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil 

one comes and snatches away what was sown 
in their heart. This is the seed sown along 
the path. The seed falling on rocky ground 
refers to someone who hears the word and at 
once receives it with joy. But since they have 
no root, they last only a short time. When 
trouble or persecution comes because of the 
word, they quickly fall away. The seed falling 
among the thorns refers to someone who hears 
the word, but the worries of this life and 
the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, 
making it unfruitful. But the seed falling 
on good soil refers to someone who hears the 
word and understands it. This is the one who 
produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or 
thirty times what was sown.” 
(Matthew 13:1-23, NIV) 

 
The disciples asked Jesus, “What’s with all the 
stories?” Jesus essentially tells them that He 
isn’t just a theologian, but He is also a storytell-
er because it is through the power of story that 
maybe, just maybe, we will SEE something we 
would have missed, HEAR something different-
ly that we wouldn’t have understood any other 
way. Jesus references the words recorded by the 
prophet Isaiah that cautioned us all that we can 
be a people whose hearts are calloused – we think 
we know it all, have heard it all, and understand 
it all but we don’t (see Isaiah 6:9-10)
 
Parables are earthly stories with a spiritual 
meaning. And Jesus used them to help you un-
derstand how things work in His Kingdom. God’s 
stories help you to see the Kingdom in a whole 
new way. 
 
The first God story that Jesus gives us to see the 
Kingdom is a story about seeds being scattered 
over soil. 
 
The seed sown on the path—hears and doesn’t 
fully understand so the enemy takes it away 
quickly. 

WEEK THREE / TUESDAY

It’s Like...Seeds and Soil 
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The seed on rocky ground—hears and receives it 
with joy, but it doesn’t take root and it dies out.  

The seed on the thorny ground—hears but the 
worries and anxieties of the world choke it out. 

The seed on the good soil—hears the word and 
understands it. That seed lives and multiplies 
into a harvest.  
 
If you get honest about the condition of your 
heart—it’s easy to see a few thorns, some rocky 
debris, and that somehow a path formed right in 
the middle of the field! And if you take it a step 
further and begin to ask some questions about 
why this happened, it becomes far too easy to 
play the blame game.  
 
Well, I’m not getting anything from worship or 
the teaching at church. Honestly, I’m too busy to 
pray and read my Bible. No one ever took time 
to disciple me. Have you seen the cards I’ve been 
dealt in life? 

But notice how Jesus told the story. He wanted 
you to see that blame games don’t hold up in the 
Kingdom. This story has very little to do with the 
sower, and everything to do with the soil. Every 
person receives the same type and amount of 
seed, but it is the condition of their heart that 
determines the rest. The good soil exists where a 
person hears, understands, and responds to the 
good news of Jesus. In the Kingdom of God, each 
citizen takes responsibility for their own heart, 
for their own response to the words of the King.   
 
If you have heard, sought to understand, and con-
tinually respond to God’s work in your life, then 
what once was hard soil has been tilled and shov-
eled and nurtured and fertilized so much that it 
is now good soil. How do you know? How do you 
know if the soil of your heart is good or needs 
some TLC? Jesus says good soil always multi-
plies. There is always a harvest. Good ground 
always sustains others.  
 

Jesus told them another parable: “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed 
good seed in his field. But while everyone was 
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds 
among the wheat, and went away. When the 
wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the 
weeds also appeared. The owner’s servants 

came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow 
good seed in your field? Where then did the 
weeds come from?’ ‘An enemy did this,’ he 
replied. The servants asked him, ‘Do you want 
us to go and pull them up?’ ‘No,’ he answered, 
‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you 
may uproot the wheat with them. Let both 

Questions  

Am I taking ownership for the condition of my heart, or am I blaming people, circumstances, 
and experiences for it? 
 
Good seed is continually being scattered into the soil of your heart that should be taking root, 
multiplying and producing a harvest. What’s taking root in your heart right now? 
Where is God at work? 

WEEK THREE / WEDNESDAY

It’s Like...Wheat and Weeds 
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grow together until the harvest. At that time 
I will tell the harvesters: First collect the 
weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; 
then gather the wheat and bring it into my 
barn.’”[…] Then he left the crowd and went 
into the house. His disciples came to him and 
said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds 
in the field.” He answered, “The one who 
sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The 
field is the world, and the good seed stands 
for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are 
the people of the evil one, and the enemy who 
sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end 
of the age, and the harvesters are angels. As 
the weeds are pulled up and burned in the 
fire, so it will be at the end of the age. The 
Son of Man will send out his angels, and 
they will weed out of his kingdom everything 
that causes sin and all who do evil. They 
will throw them into the blazing furnace, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever 
has ears, let them hear.” (Matthew 13:24-30, 
36-43, NIV) 

 
When Jesus told this story, His listeners would 
not be hearing words about wheat but they would 
be seeing a powerful image in their mind’s eye. 
Jesus wasn’t just talking about any old garden 
weed—He was referring to a specific weed known 
as darnel or cockle—some have even referred to 
it as ‘false wheat’. Why? Because this weed looks 
almost identical to actual wheat until harvest 
time. At the harvest the farmer pays close atten-
tion—the real wheat plant will sprout and begin 
to bend from the weight of the seed, distinguish-
ing itself from the weeds all around it. From 
seedling to full-grown plant, they looked almost 
identical—but at harvest time a distinction is 
easily made.  
 
The Kingdom is “now”, and the people of the 
Kingdom should reflect the King, now. Everyone 
has the chance to, but not everyone does because 
the enemy of our souls seeks to plants seeds of 
deception and disordered desires that lead people 
away from God and not towards him. When we 

see evil and pain in the world, it never sits well, 
does it? We say things like, “It shouldn’t be this 
way!” “Why is there evil in the world?” M. Scott 
Peck makes an interesting observation about 
how this very question points to the reality of the 
Kingdom. “No one has ever asked me in all these 
years, ‘Why is there good in the world?’ It is as if 
we automatically assume this is a naturally good 
world that has somehow been contaminated by 
evil.”8 The very fact that we are bothered by evil 
shows us that God created things to be good and 
we intuitively know that.  
 
So then, why does God not just set it right? Rid 
the world of evil? Because while the Kingdom 
is now, the full reality of the Kingdom has not 
come, yet. That will happen at the return of Je-
sus. And as much as there will be a real judgment 
to discern those who are “people of the Kingdom” 
(Matthew 13:38, NIV) from those who aren’t—
this is not just a story about judgment, as much 
as it is about God’s patience. Just as the farmer 
patiently waits as close to harvest as possible to 
weed out the darnel, just to be certain no wheat 
is wasted, our Heavenly Father is patient, wait-
ing and longing for all to come to repentance. He 
gives humankind every opportunity to turn their 
lives around. “The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand slowness. Instead, 
he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to per-
ish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 
(2 Peter 3:9, NIV)  
 
You are called to join Him in this work. Jesus 
gave believers these words of caution, “Because 
of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will 
grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end 
will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will 
be preached in the whole world as a testimony to 
all nations, and then the end will come.” (Mat-
thew 24:12-14, NIV). Even with evil and broken-
ness in this world, refuse to allow your love to 
grow cold. Follow Jesus wholeheartedly, and as 
you do, you will be like the wheat that produces 
a harvest. Jesus said “the gospel of the kingdom 
will be preached in the whole world” before the 
end comes—let Him use you to do it.  
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Questions  

When we see evil and suffering in the world, we want to make our prayer the prayer of the 
early church, “Come Lord Jesus.” We may grow weary in the waiting, doubting if Jesus will 
ever return. God is not absent, but He is being patient—how does this truth create in you a 
greater compassion and love for others that may be hard to love? 
 
If God is patient with you, who is one person you need to patiently love and how might you do 
that today? 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom 
of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a 
man took and planted in his field. Though it 
is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, 
it is the largest of garden plants and becomes 
a tree, so that the birds come and perch in 
its branches.” He told them still another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed into about sixty 
pounds of flour until it worked all through 
the dough.” Jesus spoke all these things 
to the crowd in parables; he did not say 
anything to them without using a parable. So 
was fulfilled what was spoken through the 
prophet: “I will open my mouth in parables, I 
will utter things hidden since the creation of 
the world.” (Matthew 13:31-35, NIV) 

 
There are many seeds you can plant in your typ-
ical backyard garden, but a mustard seed is not 
one of them. Mustard seeds had to be planted in 
the expanse of a field because it has the potential 
to grow incredibly large. Jesus is making a pow-
erful statement—God’s Kingdom will grow.  
Any baker knows that once you mix ingredients, 
it is hard to separate. Yeast is no different—once 
it’s added it works its way through the dough. 
Jesus is making a powerful statement—God’s 
Kingdom is unstoppable. 
 

Jesus had to retrain the way people think be-
cause His hearers wanted their Messiah to come 
with power, force and might. They didn’t want 
small, they wanted big. They didn’t want weak, 
they wanted powerful. They didn’t want to wait, 
they wanted it now.  
 
In fact, the Pharisees asked Jesus when the King-
dom would come. They didn’t know it had already 
arrived because they were looking for something 
large, powerful, visible. Jesus set them straight 
and said that the Kingdom can’t always be visi-
bly seen because the Kingdom of God is “within 
you” (Luke 17:21, NIV). God holds you in such 
esteem and value that the way this small and in-
significant Kingdom grows and becomes unstop-
pable is through YOU. “Don’t you know that you 
yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in your midst?” (1 Corinthians 3:16, NIV).  

If the Kingdom of God is wherever God gets His 
way in the world, then when your life is surren-
dered to Christ, God is getting His way in you 
and He will use you to get His way in the world.  
 
You might feel insignificant at times, but in God’s 
Kingdom, the last and the least are made great. 
When you allow yourself to be used by God, small 
beginnings lead to great things. In God’s King-
dom, nothing and no one is insignificant. Allow 

WEEK THREE / THURSDAY

It’s Like...Mustard Seed and Yeast
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the promise that God’s Kingdom will grow and 
the truth that God’s Kingdom is unstoppable to 
produce a confident hope in you. God will do what 
He said He will do and accomplish all of His good 

plans for your life. Why? Because you are not just 
in the Kingdom, the Kingdom is within you! 
 

Questions  

When we see evil and suffering in the world, we want to make our prayer the prayer of the 
early church, “Come Lord Jesus.” We may grow weary in the waiting, doubting if Jesus will 
ever return. God is not absent, but He is being patient—how does this truth create in you a 
greater compassion and love for others that may be hard to love? 
 
If God is patient with you, who is one person you need to patiently love and how might you do 
that today? 

WEEK THREE / FRIDAY

It’s Like...A King 

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, 
how many times shall I forgive my brother 
or sister who sins against me? Up to seven 
times?” Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven 
times, but seventy-seven times.  Therefore, the 
kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted 
to settle accounts with his servants. As he 
began the settlement, a man who owed him 
ten thousand bags of gold was brought to 
him. Since he was not able to pay, the master 
ordered that he and his wife and his children 
and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 
At this the servant fell on his knees before 
him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and 
I will pay back everything.’ The servant’s 
master took pity on him, canceled the debt 
and let him go. But when that servant went 
out, he found one of his fellow servants who 
owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed 
him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back 
what you owe me!’ he demanded. His fellow 
servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be 
patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ But 
he refused. Instead, he went off and had the 
man thrown into prison until he could pay 

the debt. When the other servants saw what 
had happened, they were outraged and went 
and told their master everything that had 
happened. Then the master called the servant 
in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled 
all that debt of yours because you begged me 
to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant just as I had on you?’ In anger 
his master handed him over to the jailers 
to be tortured, until he should pay back all 
he owed. This is how my heavenly Father 
will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.” (Matthew 
18:21-35, NIV) 

 
Every Kingdom has rules. Some are clear—laws. 
Some are vague—principles. Regardless, what is 
acceptable in the Kingdom is established and en-
forced by the King. In a conversation with Jesus, 
Peter is trying to get the lay of the land, and he is 
trying to look good while doing it!  
 
Peter was a Jewish fisherman. He learned the 
ropes of what was acceptable and not from the 
religious leaders of his day, and there wasn’t a 
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large margin for error. If people were to really 
follow the law, they should do so perfectly. For-
giveness shouldn’t be needed. Some rabbis were 
more gracious and taught that opportunities for 
forgiveness should be limited to three times.9 
There were always limits on forgiveness. Enter 
Peter. He approaches Jesus to try and figure out 
how forgiveness works in this Kingdom. Peter 
cleverly suggests that maybe we should forgive—
not just once, not just three times, but seven 
times! He probably thought he was being gener-
ous, even over the top with this suggestion, until 
he heard Jesus’ answer.  
 
Jesus said—try again. Whether you read this 
scripture as 77 times or seventy times seven—
the point is not a number. Jesus is speaking 
in hyperbole and proving the point that in His 
Kingdom the rule is—forgiveness is unlimited, 
and forgiveness is for everyone. We are forgiven, 
so we must forgive.  
 
To prove this, Jesus told a story about a king, 
two servants and piles of cash. Now, the dollar 
works differently from bags of gold and silver, 

but understanding the conversion rate is import-
ant. The king forgives his servant the equivalent 
of ten billion dollars. A sum of money so great, 
it’s almost incalculable. How does that servant 
respond? He doesn’t model the same forgive-
ness with his fellow servant. He demanded the 
$15,000 he was owed. This man was forgiven ten 
billion dollars, and then after the fact refused to 
forgive someone $15,000 dollars.  
 
Jesus is saying - this is you. What you deserved 
because of your sin was eternal separation and 
death. But Jesus came to extend forgiveness by 
dying a death you could not die, to pay a debt you 
could not pay so that you can experience abun-
dant life now, and for all eternity.  

In light of this truth, will you, the forgiven, extend 
forgiveness? Will you, who has been forgiven ten 
billion dollars, overlook the few thousand dollars 
that you think someone else owes you? Will you 
let the offense go? Lay the hurt aside? Refuse to 
harbor bitterness and anger? The rule in God’s 
Kingdom is that forgiveness is never-ending—
not just for you, but for all who enter. 

Questions  

What do you need to ask God for forgiveness for today?  
 
Is there someone that you have refused forgiveness that you need to forgive? What about those 
who you harbor anger, bitterness, or resentment towards? Will you, the forgiven, make the 
choice to forgive?  
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Prayer

Lord, Every day my eyes are drawn to this material world. I see my own 

desires. I see needs. I see pressing demands. Give me eyes to see your 

Kingdom and thank you for giving me pictures to help. When I look 

down at the dirt below my feet, help me to think about the spiritual con-

dition of my heart. When I see the wheat growing in a field, help me to 

give thanks for your patience with me. When I see a garden plant grow-

ing slow and steady, help me to remember that you use the seemingly 

insignificant and small things of this world to make the greatest impact. 

And as I interact with people this week, help me to remember in your 

Kingdom, the community of the forgiven, I must always love and forgive. 

As I see the ways of your Kingdom with greater clarity, help me to make 

my home in it. May some NEW stories of the Kingdom, You at work in 

my life, be written today. Amen. 

WEEK THREE / SATURDAY

Rest and Reflect
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WEEK FOUR 
EXPERIENCE THE KINGDOM 

- GOD’S BLESSINGS 



“For the Kingdom is 
not food or drink but 
righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost.” 

Romans 14:7 
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WEEK FOUR / SUNDAY

MESSAGE NOTES  



N OW  B U T  N O T  Y E T

50

He could have said, “consider the ant…or the 
bee…” but He did not.  He could have quoted 
Proverbs—  
 

I went past the field of a sluggard, past the 
vineyard of someone who has no sense; thorns 
had come up everywhere, the ground was 
covered with weeds, and the stone wall was 
in ruins. I applied my 
heart to what I observed 
and learned a lesson 
from what I saw:  A little 
sleep, a little slumber, 
a little folding of the 
hands to rest and poverty 
will come on you like a 
thief and scarcity like an 
armed man. (Proverbs 
24:30-34, NIV) 

 
We would have expected 
this, as it is what the other 
Rabbis taught.   
 
He didn’t do that either. This 
Rabbi was always saying 
things like, “You have heard 
it said, but I say to you…,” 
and today is no different. 
Instead of telling us to work 
like ants, save like bees, or be better stewards, 
He says, “Look at the birds.” Then waits, while 
we look.  
 
If we had been there, we would have seen the 
Rock Sparrows flitting about as they looked for 
seeds and berries on the ground, the yellow spot 
on their chests flashing in the sun and shadows 
as they ate.  And they were not the only birds 
there—from where we sat we would have seen 
dozens of species, singing, flapping, soaring—
thriving, though they weren’t farmers and had 

no means of storing up food for the future.  “Who 
feeds the birds?”  Asks Jesus. 

“Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow 
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father keeps feeding them. Are you 
not worth much more than they?” (Matthew 
6:26, AMPC) 

 
In typical Rabbinical fash-
ion, Jesus is offering both 
encouragement and chas-
tisement. Thoughtfulness 
about the world is a sin, and 
unbecoming for the knowers 
and followers of God. The 
heathen seek these things, 
because they know not of 
better things, but not so you.  
If we had been there, we 
would have felt the sting of 
this rebuke, and the lifting 
of our hearts, the invitation 
to re-set them upon more 
worthy things. As Jews, we 
would have been well-versed 
in the stories of the Great 
Provider, the God who sees 
and meets our needs. Why 
then were we spending so 

much of our time striving to meet these needs 
ourselves? If we had been among the Romans 
gathered there, we would have been struck by 
the difference between this Father God being 
spoken of and the hundreds of gods we had been 
raised with…none of which were to be counted on 
for provision.   
 

“The pagans run after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be 

WEEK FOUR / MONDAY

If We Had Been There... 
A hill on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, 
Between Capernaum and Gennesaret,
31 or 32 A.D. 
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given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:32-33, 
AMPC) 
 

If we had been there, perhaps we would have 
chuckled at the thought of Rock Sparrows at-
tempting to clear the land and plant a crop and 
building barns to store the harvest of their la-
bors. This isn’t what birds were made to do. And 
maybe, just maybe, the lesson would have begun 
to sink in. Birds are not made to sow or reap or 
store. We were not made to worry and grasp and 
hoard. We were made to reveal the glory of God 
to the world, which we cannot do while worrying 
and striving and hoarding.  Would we have had 
hearts open enough to learn the lesson:   
 
I will provide; go and be about the glory of the 
Kingdom.  
 
As we made our dusty way 
back home that night, we 
might have remembered 
this promise from the book 
of Deuteronomy, made by 
God to the fledgling nation of 
Israel, as they stood on the 
edge of the Promised Land, 
coming to the end of their 40 
years of preparation to take 
this Promised Land:   
 

“As your days, so shall 
your strength be.”  
(Deuteronomy 33:25, 
NKJV) 
 

Jesus’ teaching about the 
Kingdom wove together the 
entire story of God and man 
as shown through the history of Israel. Was Je-
sus saying God would make life easy? 
 
If we had been there, would we have walked 
away bitterly because life had not been easy? We 
had been hungry, dressed in less than finery with 
hands cracked and calloused from hard work that 
never got us ahead. Would we shake our heads 
ruefully and trudge back to the daily grind, just 
trying to make ends meet?   
 
Would we believe something must be wrong with 

us, if we were not experiencing the joy of the 
birds, the provision of God?  Would we believe 
something was wrong with God, as He apparent-
ly didn’t keep promises?   
 
Or would understanding have begun to dawn, 
that what God was offering here was another way 
of living? A way of peace within hard work. A way 
of joy within difficulty. A trust that the Father 
God valued us and would give us the strength 
needed for that day…not all the strength now 
for all the days to come. One day, one portion of 
strength. One portion of peace. One portion of 
joy. One portion of blessing, equal to the needs of 
that day, and that day alone.

 ______________________ 
 

Holy Saturday  
Unknown Location in 
Jerusalem, 33 A.D. 
 
Was this teaching in the 
ears of the disciples as they 
hid on Saturday, reliving the 
horrors of the day before? 
Jesus was dead; God was si-
lent. The women had anoint-
ed his body and placed it in 
Joseph’s tomb. Yesterday 
was loud— 
 
“Father forgive them.”   
 
“It is Finished.” 
 
The rending in two of the 

60 foot tall, 30 foot wide, thick as the palm of a 
man’s hand curtain that had separated the Pres-
ence of God in the Holy of Holies from the people.   
 
Graves had opened. 
 
The earth had quaked and the sun darkened.   
 
Yesterday had been loud, but not today. Today 
was silent.   
 
If we had been there, hiding with the disciples, 
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watching with the Romans, wondering what was 
to come of all this along with the rest of the city, 
would we have been assured that as our days, so 
would our strength be? That Father would pro-
vide? That we needed only to hold onto faith, be 
still, and know that He is God?   
 
Silent Saturday is hard.  
 
If we had been there, would we have waited well? 
Examining our hearts, strengthening our faith, 
trusting in the goodness of God to prevail? Would 
we have prayed— 
 
“Lord, help me to seek the comforts of the kingdom 
of grace and glory as my happiness. Help me aim 

at the kingdom of heaven; press towards it; give 
diligence to make it sure.  By your strength within 
me, I resolve not to take up short of it; I will not 
seek for the glory, honor, and false-immortality of 
this world; No, by grace I will prefer heaven and 
heavenly blessings far before earth and earthly 
delights.” 10 
 
We weren’t there, so we will never know, but we 
are here now, and we will have Silent Saturdays. 
Have we trusted in him for the portion of our in-
heritance at our end, and shall we not trust him 
for the portion of our cup, in the way to it? If we 
will, we can trust him for both the now, and the 
not yet, and when we do, Silent Saturday be-
comes Holy Saturday.   

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the 
Spirit, and news about him spread through 
the whole countryside. He was teaching in 
their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 
He went to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went 
into the synagogue, as was his custom. He 
stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, 
he found the place where it is written: “The 
Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom 
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the 
blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim 
the year of the Lord’s favor.” Then he rolled 
up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant 
and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the 
synagogue were fastened on him. He began 
by saying to them, “Today this scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:14-30, NIV) 

 
As you experience the Kingdom of God, know 

that the blessings you will receive from God are 
ample.  But never forget the biggest blessing of 
all—Jesus. Yesterday, you read about Holy Sat-
urday. The long day between Jesus’ death and 
resurrection marked by silence, waiting and 
uncertainty. That one day was just a glimpse of 
what generations of people endured as they wait-
ed for the Messiah to come. In the waiting, the 
Lord used prophets, like Isaiah, to give human-
kind a vision of what was to come. The prophets 
wielded words, both spoken and written, to refo-
cus the people away from placing their hope in 
earthy kings and kingdoms and towards a prom-
ised coming King and Kingdom. 
 
Passages like Isaiah 61 are rooted in a Messianic 
hope—the people of God would not always feel 
oppressed and they would not always live in fear 
that they could be conquered. A Messiah would 
come.  

Isaiah boldly declared that there would be a time 
when good news would be preached to the poor 

WEEK FOUR / TUESDAY

Silence Broken  
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WEEK FOUR / WEDNESDAY

Blessed Are 

and all who mourn would be comforted. They 
would be beauty for ashes, praise for despair. 
Amazing. But in that same passage was the most 
profound promise of all: 
 

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon 
me […] He has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the 
captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners. (Isaiah 61:1, NIV) 

 
Isaiah’s listeners would have understood these 
words on a much deeper level. Prisoners will be 
released? That must mean that a new king will 
rise to power! You see, in the ancient Near East, 
whenever a new king rose to power, in the first 
year or two of his reign it was customary to free 
prisoners as an act of justice.13 Prisoners are re-
leased when a new king comes to power.  
 
They would endure hundreds of years of silence 
waiting for that promise.  
 

Enter Jesus. On this day He had traveled back 
to his hometown of Nazareth, and as He entered 
the synagogue, He was handed not just any scroll 
to read, but those very words of Isaiah found in 
Isaiah 61. The passage declares the promise that 
prisoners would be set free—the very act that is 
attached to a new king taking power. Yes, the 
very passage of scripture that the people knew 
described the coming Messiah. Jesus’ response 
after reading? “Today, this scripture is fulfilled in 
your hearing.” In those words, He declared that 
He was the Messiah, the coming King they had 
been waiting for. 
 
Sadly, the people did not receive this as welcome 
news. They were furious and tried to kill Him by 
throwing Him off the cliff. They may have wait-
ed for a coming King and Kingdom, but when it 
arrived, they refused to receive it or experience 
it because it wasn’t as they had expected it to be, 
and therefore did not receive the blessings of it. 

Questions  

The people in the synagogue could not accept the words that Jesus said and as a result, they 
didn’t experience the blessings He had to offer. What is something that God has spoken to you 
(through scripture, in prayer, through a Godly voice) that has been hard to receive? If you 
were to listen and respond, what blessing do you think may be experienced on the other side 
of that obedience? 

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went 
up on a mountainside and sat down. His 
disciples came to him, and he began to teach 
them. He said: “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will 
be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they 
will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for 

they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God. Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 
you when people insult you, persecute you 
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because 
great is your reward in heaven, for in the 
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same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.” (Matthew 5:1-11, NIV) 

 
These words are found in Jesus’ most famous 
teaching—The Sermon on the Mount. He starts 
this sermon with a series of blessings known as 
“The Beatitudes” in which Jesus describes the 
people who are ‘blessed’ or ‘supremely happy.’ 
And the list would have come as a surprise to 
Jesus’ listeners that day as much as it is for us 
today! The descriptions of who Jesus says are 
‘happy’ are so counterintuitive to how we chase 
happiness in the world. It is as if Jesus is declar-
ing a whole new reality. It’s as if He is saying, 
“In my Kingdom, things work differently!” Here’s 
how you know…  
 
The Greek word for “Blessed” is makarios. Jesus’ 
listeners would have known that makarios was 
reserved for only a few groups of people. 2The an-
cient Greeks believed that their false gods had 
‘makarios’ because of the power they possessed. 
Many used ‘makarios’ to describe the rich be-
cause it was falsely believed they had no worries 
because of their wealth. Still others in the an-
cient world believed you would have ‘makarios’ if 
you had possessions, fame, a family… 
 
Not too different from today. We all desire bless-
ing. You have probably attempted to leverage 
your resources, your time, or even your relation-
ships to grasp at the elusive “good life.” Yet, our 
version of happiness and how it is sought after, is 
different from God’s vision of happiness and how 

it can be achieved.  
 
The Welsh minister David Martin Lloyd-Jones 
wrote, “Happiness is the great question confront-
ing mankind. The whole world is longing for 
happiness and it is tragic to observe the ways in 
which people are seeking it. The vast majority, 
alas, are doing so in a way that is bound to pro-
duce misery.” 14

 
In this bold reversal, Jesus says the happy peo-
ple are not those people but these people: the poor 
in spirit, the mourners, the meek and merciful. 
Happy people are the pure in heart and peace-
makers. Yes, even those who are persecuted, in-
sulted, and lied about can rejoice and be happy. 
Why? Because what is in store for the believer 
is so much more than the temporary ‘good life’ 
so many chase after. The reward for Kingdom 
citizens is abundant life—eternally. Jesus is 
inviting all who will listen into Kingdom life – 
embracing humiliy, meekness and mercy.  Being 
people who do not shrink away from mourning, 
and who maintain joy and peace during mistreat-
ment and persecution.  This is how we are to live 
as citizens in God’s Kingdom, and when we do, 
we will have ‘makarios’, joyous, spiritual pros-
perity, coming from satisfaction in God’s favor 
and salvation, regardless of outward conditions, 
this true happiness which comes from the experi-
ence of God’s favor and especially conditioned by 
the revelation of His matchless grace (Matthew 
5:3-12 AMPC) 

Questions  

N.T. Wright says, “The beatitudes are a summons to live in the present in the way that will 
make sense in God’s promised future.”12

Which beatitude is most difficult for you to embrace? Why? How do you think living that way 
now “will make sense in God’s promised future?”   



T H E  K I N G  &  H I S  K I N G D O M

55

You, then, why do you judge your brother 
or sister? Or why do you treat them with 
contempt? For we will all stand before God’s 
judgment seat. It is written: “‘As surely as I 
live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee will bow before 
me; every tongue will acknowledge God.’” 
So then, each of us will give an account of 
ourselves to God. Therefore let us stop passing 
judgment on one another. Instead, make up 
your mind not to put any stumbling block or 
obstacle in the way of a brother or sister. I am 
convinced, being fully persuaded in the Lord 
Jesus, that nothing is unclean in itself. But if 
anyone regards something as unclean, then 
for that person it is unclean. If your brother 
or sister is distressed because of what you 
eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not 
by your eating destroy someone for whom 
Christ died. Therefore do not let what you 
know is good be spoken of as evil. For the 
kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and 
drinking, but of righteousness, peace and 
joy in the Holy Spirit, because anyone who 
serves Christ in this way is pleasing to 
God and receives human approval. Let us 
therefore make every effort to do what leads 
to peace and to mutual edification. (Romans 
14:10-19, NIV) 

 
There is a difference between being a citizen in 
the Kingdom of God and being a participant in 
religious practices. We can get confused about 
what is important. Paul is writing these words 
to Christians in Rome who were arguing about 
things that were bringing division and disuni-
ty—especially between Jewish and Gentile 

Christians. One of the arguments arose about 
food. Pagan temples abounded in Rome, and 
many Gentile believers used to worship in them 
before their conversion. When they were in these 
temples, they would eat some of the meat that 
was offered to the pagan gods. Now, having be-
come Christians, some believed that was still ac-
ceptable and others believed it was unthinkable. 
Some of the Jewish Christians were horrified 
that this would even be considered.  
 
These, along with other quarrels, reached Paul, 
and he wrote back to them almost as if to say, 
“Really?” You think this is what Christianity is 
all about? You’ve reduced the power of being a 
citizen in the Kingdom of God, the beauty of what 
it means to follow Jesus, down to quarreling 
about how you participate in religious practices? 
And you are allowing these things to cause you to 
judge your fellow Christians? And you are hold-
ing contempt in your heart towards them? He re-
minds them “the kingdom of God is not a matter 
of eating and drinking…” They had the wrong fo-
cus. Instead, the Kingdom of God is about “righ-
teousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Do you want to experience the blessings of the 
Kingdom? Do you want to know His righteous-
ness and live rightly in God’s sight? Do you want 
that peace that surpasses all understanding? Do 
you want a life marked by surprising joy that 
only the Holy Spirit can bring? Good! Because 
all those things can be yours when you prioritize 
making sure that your actions “lead to peace and 
to mutual edification”.  
 

WEEK FOUR / THURSDAY

Righteousness, Peace, and Joy 

Questions  

Christians today may not be fighting over what food and drink are acceptable, but we disagree 
about many other things that have created division in the body of Christ. Jesus said, “A king-
dom divided against itself cannot stand” (Mark 3:24). What are some of the divisions and argu-
ments you have had to face and how did you humble yourself in the process to keep unity?  
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Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when 
the kingdom of God would come, Jesus 
replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God 
is not something that can be observed, nor 
will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it 
is,’ because the kingdom of God is in your 
midst.” Then he said to his disciples, “The 
time is coming when you will long to see one 
of the days of the Son of Man, but you will 
not see it. People will tell you, ‘There he is!’ 
or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go running off after 
them. For the Son of Man in his day will be 
like the lightning, which flashes and lights up 
the sky from one end to the other. But first he 
must suffer many things and be rejected by 
this generation. Just as it was in the days 
of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the 
Son of Man. People were eating, drinking, 
marrying and being given in marriage up 
to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the 
flood came and destroyed them all. “It was 
the same in the days of Lot. People were 
eating and drinking, buying and selling, 
planting and building. But the day Lot left 
Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from 
heaven and destroyed them all. It will be 
just like this on the day the Son of Man is 
revealed. On that day no one who is on the 
housetop, with possessions inside, should 
go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the 
field should go back for anything. Remember 
Lot’s wife! Whoever tries to keep their life 
will lose it, and whoever loses their life will 
preserve it. I tell you, on that night two people 
will be in one bed; one will be taken and the 

other left. Two women will be grinding grain 
together; one will be taken and the other left.” 
(Luke 17:20-36, NIV) 
 

This week we’ve been talking about experiencing 
the blessings of the Kingdom. Remember, the 
Kingdom of God is wherever God gets His way 
in the world. It’s the rule and reign of God, His 
priorities, His way. And this Kingdom is both 
now….and not yet.  
 
The Kingdom is “Now” because Jesus came to 
earth, lived, died, and resurrected. He created 
a way for us to experience love, forgiveness and 
grace and walk in relationship with him. We re-
ceive God’s blessings daily. 
 
However, the Kingdom is “Not Yet”. Jesus as-
cended into heaven promising to return again 
and when He does, He will break the power over 
sin, death and hell forever. Meanwhile, we wait. 
We still live with the sin and brokenness in this 
world. But one day, there will be no more death 
or mourning or crying or pain. There is greater 
blessing to come. 
 
The Pharisees were confused about the Kingdom. 
They thought the Kingdom hadn’t come because 
they couldn’t see it. Their idea of a new kingdom 
was something tangible—a kingdom of control 
and power that would change their current re-
ality. They were looking for a throne, a palace, 
a crown, power to wield, rules to be followed, op-
pressors overthrown. 
 

WEEK FOUR / FRIDAY

The Kingdom of God is in Your Midst 

The people were so focused on food and drink, they were missing the blessings of the kingdom: 
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. Think about the people you know who are not 
Christians or do not attend church. What are some of the hang-ups they have that keep them 
from Christ or the church? How can you be intentional, through conversation and action, to 
address their concerns and invite them in so they do not miss the blessings of the Kingdom?
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Jesus said that it is impossible to say, “Look, the 
Kingdom is right over there!” You can’t point to 
the Kingdom because you don’t know what you 
are looking for! Instead, the Kingdom of God is 
“in your midst.” The Kingdom of God is “within 
you.” This means that even if you cannot tangibly 
see the Kingdom, you can tangibly experience the 
Kingdom because Jesus had come near.  
 
This news was not a passive announcement; it 
was a call to action. Since God’s Kingdom had 
come—it was time to do something about it. Be-

lieve and follow Jesus. This is the imperative of 
the Kingdom. Why? Because one day each per-
son will give an account of how they responded 
to this Kingdom announcement. There will come 
a day, quite possibly an average, ordinary, mun-
dane day, where Jesus will return again, and 
judgment will be brought on those who have not 
heeded God’s call. But that is someday. Thank 
God we still live in the NOT YET.A  You still have 
every opportunity to believe and live like the 
Kingdom is “in your midst” and experience the 
blessings of the Kingdom for all eternity. 

Questions  

One day, you will give an account of what you did with Jesus – did you accept Him or reject 
Him? You will give an account of what you did with your life – did you seek righteousness or 
live unrighteously? So will everyone else you know. 
 
What are you doing to prepare for eternity? What are you doing to prepare others for eternity? 
Do you have a sense of urgency about this, or have you grown weary in the waiting? 
 
What are the names of a few people that you know are not ready for that moment, which you 
need to invite to Alpha, have a spiritual conversation with, or invite to church? 

A    To read one of the original expositions on ‘now, but not yet’ Kingdom of God theology, see “The Gospel of the Kingdom: Scriptural Studies in 
the Kingdom of God” by George Eldon Ladd. (1959) WM. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.
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Prayer

Lord, I want to experience the Kingdom and all the blessings of it. For-

give me when I search for hope and happiness in people and places out-

side of you. Help me to remember that true happiness and blessing are 

often found in unexpected places—even in things I often avoid. But I 

don’t just want this for me, I want it for others as well. Help me to be 

a truth-teller and a hope-bringer to all who need to enter the Kingdom. 

And if it is true that the Kingdom is about righteousness, peace and joy 

in the Holy Spirit—I ask you for it all. Help me to be in right standing 

with you. Fill me with your peace. Ample joy flowing from my life. All 

from your Spirit. Amen. 

WEEK FOUR / SATURDAY

Rest and Reflect
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WEEK FIVE 
EXPAND THE KINGDOM - GOD’S POWER  



“For the Kingdom 
of God is not a 
matter of talk 
but of power.” 

1 Corinthians 4:20 
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WEEK FIVE / SUNDAY

MESSAGE NOTES  
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It had gotten to the point that if you saw more 
than two people talking, you knew they were 
talking about Jesus. If we had been there, our 
ears would have been burning with the wonder of 
the tales people were telling. Jesus touching lep-
ers, incredible in itself, but the lepers being made 
whole! Well, that was just beyond belief. Perhaps 
we would have heard the one about Him heal-
ing the son of a Roman, and 
well, if we had been Jewish 
that would have been almost 
too much, but if we had been 
Roman, well, perhaps we 
would have gone out to see 
this Jesus for ourselves.   
 
Wherever Jesus was, people 
brought the sick, the afflict-
ed, the hopeless, the sick in 
body and mind. After each 
encounter, the tales flew. 
“He cast out demons!” “He 
healed the blind, the lame, 
the dying!” If we had been 
there, perhaps we would 
have seen the man, sick with 
palsy, lying paralyzed on his 
sleeping mat, being carried, 
bumpily and with great 
strain, through the city to 
where Jesus was.  Perhaps our breath would 
have stuck in our throat—were we about to wit-
ness a miracle?   
 

When Jesus saw the faith of the men, he said 
to the paralyzed man, “Take heart, son; your 
sins are forgiven.” (Matthew 9:2, NIV) 

Wait. If we had been there, this could have been 
disappointing. We came to see healings, not hear 
about forgiveness. And yet…who was this man, 
saying He could forgive sins? That was not the 

work of man. Perhaps we would have felt the 
charge go through the crowd, see the tightened 
lips on the faces of the religious leaders.   
A mere second goes by, and Jesus does some-
thing even more amazing.  The religious leaders 
hadn’t voiced their objections, but Jesus, well, He 
knows.  
 

Some of the teachers 
of the law said to 
themselves, “This fellow is 
blaspheming!” Knowing 
their thoughts, Jesus 
said, “Why do you entertain 
evil thoughts in your hearts? 
Which is easier: to say, 
‘Your sins are forgiven,’ 
or to say, ‘Get up and 
walk’?” (Matthew 9:3-5, 
NIV) 

Today had been worth the 
trip, worth the jostling 
crowds, the heat of the sun. 
Today, we were witness-
ing something. Jesus was 
forgiving sins and reading 
minds. If we had been there, 
we would have been on our 
tiptoes by now, not wanting 

to miss a thing.   

“But I want you to know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “Get 
up, take your mat and go home.” Then the 
man got up and went home. When the crowd 
saw this, they were filled with awe; and they 
praised God, who had given such authority to 
man.  (Matthew 9:6-8, NIV) 

If we had been there, would we have left know-

WEEK FIVE / MONDAY

If We Had Been There... 
Capernaum, 
30 or 31 A.D.  
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ing Jesus was the Son of God?  Would we have 
believed?  The disciples saw this moment, and so 
many others…did they believe?   

 ______________________ 
 

Resurrection 
Sunday Evening   
Locked Room in an Unknown Location, 
33 A.D.  

Did it help them that awful Friday night, the 
night of Passover, as they carried His body?   
If we had been there, helping to take Jesus’ 
body off the cross, quickly wrapping it in buri-
al cloths, carrying it to the 
tomb provided by Joseph of 
Arimathea, we might have 
thought— 
 
“We were never supposed to 
carry Your body like this.” 
 
We never thought it would 
end this way. You said this 
Kingdom would never end, 
but here we were, shuffling 
through the late day sun, 
sweating, shaking, chilled, 
needing to place Your body 
in the grave before sunset 
and Sabbath when no more 
work could be done. We nev-
er thought we would have to 
carry You.  
 
We never thought You 
would die, not like this, not here, not now. Not 
before leading an insurrection, perhaps not with 
swords, but with truth and time, leading the Na-
tion of Israel back to greatness. And maybe with 
swords. If we had been there, living under for-
eign rule, or being foreign rulers, the thought of 
swords would never be far off.  
 
We were unprepared to carry Your lifeless body. 
Battered, tortured, practically bloodless. And 
yet, somehow still so heavy. Perhaps it was the 
added weight of sorrow and disappointment.   

If we had been there, perhaps our minds would 
have wandered back to the words of the proph-
et Isaiah, as he described the foolishness of idol 
worship— 
 

The blacksmith takes a tool and works 
with it in the coals; he shapes an idol with 
hammers, he forges it with the might of his 
arm. He gets hungry and loses his strength; 
he drinks no water and grows faint. The 
carpenter measures with a line and makes 
an outline with a marker; he roughs it out 
with chisels and marks it with compasses. 
He shapes it in human form, human form in 
all its glory, that it may dwell in a shrine. He 
cut down cedars, or perhaps took a cypress 
or oak. He let it grow among the trees of the 
forest, or planted a pine, and the rain made 

it grow. It is used as fuel 
for burning; some of it he 
takes and warms himself, 
he kindles a fire and bakes 
bread. But he also fashions 
a god and worships it; he 
makes an idol and bows 
down to it. Half of the wood 
he burns in the fire; over 
it he prepares his meal, he 
roasts his meat and eats his 
fill. He also warms himself 
and says, “Ah! I am warm; 
I see the fire.” From the 
rest he makes a god, his 
idol; he bows down to it 
and worships. He prays to 
it and says, “Save me! You 
are my god!” They know 
nothing, they understand 
nothing; their eyes are 

plastered over so they cannot see, and their 
minds closed so they cannot understand. No 
one stops to think, no one has the knowledge 
or understanding to say, “Half of it I used 
for fuel; I even baked bread over its coals, 
I roasted meat and I ate. Shall I make a 
detestable thing from what is left? Shall I bow 
down to a block of wood?” Such a person feeds 
on ashes; a deluded heart misleads him; he 
cannot save himself, or say, “Is not this thing 
in my right hand a lie?” (Isaiah 44:12-20, 
NIV) 
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 Is this what we had done? Was Jesus just some 
guy after all, someone we had high hopes for, 
someone we thought would save us, but in the 
end…well, here we were. Carrying his lifeless 
body.   
 
The prophet went on to deliver this message from 
God: 
 

“Listen to me, you descendants of Jacob, all 
the remnant of the people of Israel, you whom 
I have upheld since your birth, and have 
carried since you were born. Even to your old 
age and gray hairs I am he, I am he who will 
sustain you. I have made you and I will carry 
you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you. 
With whom will you compare me or count me 
equal? To whom will you liken me that we 
may be compared? Some pour out gold from 
their bags and weigh out silver on the scales; 
they hire a goldsmith to make it into a god, 
and they bow down and worship it. They lift 
it to their shoulders and carry it; they set it 
up in its place, and there it stands. From that 
spot it cannot move. Even though someone 
cries out to it, it cannot answer; it cannot 
save them from their troubles. Remember the 
former things, those of long ago; I am God, 
and there is no other; I am God, and there is 
none like me. I make known the end from the 
beginning, from ancient times, what is still 
to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I 
will do all that I please.’” (Isaiah 46:3-7, 9-10, 
NIV) 

Is there a God who carries us? Apparently, Jesus 
wasn’t it, because here we are, carrying Him. If 
we had been there, we would have understood 
why these men went into hiding, mourning, sit-
ting in darkened rooms, feeling dead themselves.   
 
But what if we had still been there, that Sunday 
morning, when Jesus appeared right in the cen-
ter of the room, a room with locked doors that 
had not been opened, a room with darkened win-
dows and the smell of hopelessness? What if we 
had been there when Jesus appeared? What if 
we, too, had heard His first words to these men 
and women who had carried his body mere days 
before— 
 

“Peace be with you!” (John 20:19) 
 
Peace is rarely present as we are carrying the 
body of a loved one. Carrying is hard work; it 
chafes and grinds and wearies. It is not the realm 
of peace. Being carried, however, is a whole dif-
ferent matter. It was as if Jesus was re-stating 
those words of prophecy in Isaiah, “I am the God 
who carries you!”   
 
There is peace in being carried by one you love 
and trust. Perhaps, if we had been there, we 
would have understood the offer Jesus was mak-
ing—carry or be carried? We weren’t there, then, 
but we are here, now. Carry or be carried?   

We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in 
Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You 
are honored, we are dishonored! To this 
very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we 
are in rags, we are brutally treated, we 
are homeless. We work hard with our own 

hands. When we are cursed, we bless; when 
we are persecuted, we endure it; when we are 
slandered, we answer kindly. We have become 
the scum of the earth, the garbage of the 
world—right up to this moment. I am writing 
this not to shame you but to warn you as my 

WEEK FIVE / TUESDAY

Where’s the Power? 
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dear children. Even if you had ten thousand 
guardians in Christ, you do not have many 
fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your 
father through the gospel. Therefore I urge 
you to imitate me. For this reason I have sent 
to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is 
faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of 
my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees 
with what I teach everywhere in every church. 
Some of you have become arrogant, as if I 
were not coming to you. But I will come to 
you very soon, if the Lord is willing, and then 
I will find out not only how these arrogant 
people are talking, but what power they have. 
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk 
but of power. (1 Corinthians 4:10-20, NIV) 

 
Paul had to write to the church in Corinth to cor-
rect them and set them straight on a variety of 
areas where they were mistaken and misled—
one of those areas being their misperceptions of 
him. This letter got personal. He wanted them to 
know that he was willing to do whatever it took 
to not only be a follower of Jesus himself but live 
in a way that was an example to them on how 
they might follow Jesus. Nothing was off the 
table. Become a fool? Paul was willing. Endure 
cursing, slander and persecution? Willing. Be 
homeless and treated unethically? That too. Be 
treated as the scum of the earth, garbage? Paul 
says, that’s my life and I will keep doing it. Why? 
Because unlike those people who are all talk, and 
critical talk at that, I want to be your Father in 
Christ. Parents will do whatever it takes to pro-
tect, lead and love their children. For Paul, that 
included the promise that he would show back up 
in person to get to the bottom of the critical talk 
coming at him. 
 

I will find out not only how these arrogant 
people are talking, but what power they have. 
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk 
but of power. (1 Corinthians 4:20, NIV)  

 
A decade later Paul would write to Timothy, his 
son in the faith that we can have “a form of god-
liness but deny its power.” (2 Timothy 3:5, NIV). 
 

We are good at talking. We talk about ideas and 
beliefs. “Well, I know that….”  

We are confident in our opinions. 
“Well, I think that…” 

We are experts at collecting knowledge about our 
faith through books, podcasts, sermons, and Bi-
ble Studies. “Well, I learned that….” 
 
But the Kingdom isn’t supposed to be just about 
talk. The Kingdom is not to be reduced to head 
knowledge and intellectual agreement. The 
Kingdom of God didn’t expand at the rate it did 
because of lectures and well-rehearsed speeches. 
It expanded because the power of God was on dis-
play: 
 
Power in creation of the world. Power speaking 
through the prophets. Power in the incarnation 
of Jesus. Power in the miracles of Jesus. Power 
in the death and resurrection. Power when the 
Holy Spirit fell on the day of Pentecost. Power as 
the disciples laid hands on the sick and they re-
covered. Power as churches were planted in some 
of the most resistant communities. Power as the 
martyrs faced death. Power in the revivals that 
swept through nations. Power present on the 
very day you came to faith.  

 
“The Spirit of the God who raised Jesus from 
the dead is living in you.” (Romans 8:11 
NIRV) 

 
Where’s the power today?  
 
When was the last time God moved so powerful-
ly through you to accomplish His will that you 
thought, “That could only be God!”  
 
May you boldly declare the words of Scripture, 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it 
is the power of God that brings salvation for ev-
eryone who believes” (Romans 1:16, NIV). When 
the Kingdom of God expands—the power of God 
is on display, and He wants to you use you as a 
conduit.  
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 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only the one who does the will of my Father 
who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name and in your name drive out demons and 
in your name perform many miracles?’ Then 
I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. 
Away from me, you evildoers!’” (Matthew 
7:21-23, NIV) 

 
Jesus expanded His Kingdom in two ways: proc-
lamation and demonstration. As we read in week 
one, when Jesus showed up on the scene, the first 
sermon He preached and proclaimed is still the 
most important one, “Repent! For the Kingdom of 
God is at hand.” Jesus wasn’t all talk. He demon-
strated the power of the Kingdom. He lived a 
sinless life. Miracles. Healings. Resurrection. 
Ascension. A promise that He will return. And 
yet, expanding the Kingdom through proclama-
tion and demonstration wasn’t reserved for the 
ministry of Jesus.   
 
Early in his ministry, Jesus sent out the twelve 
disciples in pairs and gave them authority to do 
what He was doing. He called them to expand the 
Kingdom in the same way—proclamation and 
demonstration: “They went out and preached that 
people should repent [proclamation]. They drove 

out many demons and anointed many sick people 
with oil and healed them [demonstration].” (Mark 
6:12-13, NIV)  And yet, this ministry wasn’t just 
for the disciples. 
 
Jesus said, “Whoever believes in me will do the 
works I have been doing, and they will do even 
greater things than these, because I am going to 
the Father.” (John 14:12, NIV) You are called to 
the ministry of proclamation and demonstration 
as you seek to join God in His work of renewal 
and restoration in this world. But HOW you go 
about this is important. 
 
In today’s reading, Jesus gives an evocative 
warning. Jesus said that there will be people 
who prophesy in His name (proclamation) and 
who will drive out demons and perform miracles 
in His name (demonstration), and yet they will 
not enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Why? Because 
Jesus says, “I never knew you.”   
 
Just because you tell people about Jesus, it 
doesn’t mean that you have a relationship with 
Jesus. Just because you move powerfully in ser-
vice of Jesus, doesn’t mean you abide in Him. 
Jesus wants to know you. He wants to call you 
friend. He wants you to walk with Him and be 
in relationship with Him. He wants to use you to 
expand the Kingdom, but He wants the source of 

WEEK FIVE / WEDNESDAY

Power of Being Known 

Questions  

Is your faith built only on “talk”, or is there a demonstration of the Spirit’s “power” flowing 
through you?  When is the last time that God used you in such a powerful way that you thought, 
“This could only be God!” If that hasn’t happened, do you have any fears or reservations that 
keep you from having faith that it could happen? 
 
Why do you think that both “talk” and “power” are needed to see God’s kingdom expand as peo-
ple come to faith and grow in their faith? 
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your words and actions to flow from Him. Every-
thing flows from relationship with Christ. 
 

But we have this treasure [the gospel of Jesus] 

in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing 
power is from God and not from us. (2 
Corinthians 4:7, NIV) 

 

“In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the 
Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; 
and the train of his robe filled the temple. 
Above him were seraphim, each with six 
wings: With two wings they covered their 
faces, with two they covered their feet, and 
with two they were flying. And they were 
calling to one another: ‘Holy, holy, holy is 
the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full 
of his glory.’ At the sound of their voices 
the doorposts and thresholds shook and the 
temple was filled with smoke. ‘Woe to me!’ 
I cried. ‘I am ruined! For I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, 
the Lord Almighty.’ Then one of the seraphim 
flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which 
he had taken with tongs from the altar. With 
it he touched my mouth and said, ‘See, this 
has touched your lips; your guilt is taken 
away and your sin atoned for.’ Then I heard 
the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I 
send? And who will go for us?’ And I said, 
‘Here am I. Send me!’” (Isaiah 6:1-8, NIV) 

 
When a passage of scripture opens with a ref-

erence to current events, it is significant.  The 
prophet Isaiah is putting a timestamp on what 
he is about to share, letting listeners and readers 
know the year was 740 B.C. - the year King Uzzi-
ah died. Before his death, Uzziah was a powerful 
king over the kingdom of Judah. In fact, many 
believe that he represented the height of Judah’s 
might. Under his kingship, the nation prospered, 
Jerusalem was advancing, a large army was 
maintained. With Uzziah as king, the people had 
a sense of security. As long as he was around, it 
seemed as if they didn’t have to worry too much 
about the rumblings from the powerful Assyrian 
empire and emperor, moving to taking over the 
known world. But now, Uzziah had died. A king 
that many had placed their hope in was gone, 
and it was uncertain at best as to how his succes-
sors would handle leadership.  
 
It is in this transition moment, void of man-made 
kingship, when God gives Isaiah a life-changing 
vision of Himself.  Isaiah sees the Lord high and 
exalted, transcendent above anyone or anything 
ever witnessed. Just the hem of His garment fills 
the entirety of the temple. God was immensely 
great; exceedingly powerful. 

WEEK FIVE / THURSDAY

The Holiness of God

Questions  

What areas of your life are you tempted to do what is right, but try and do it through your own 
power and strength? Why do you think this happens? 
 
What might a deepening friendship with Jesus look like for you in this season of life? And do 
you know someone who claims to be ‘spiritual’ but doesn’t have a deep relationship with Jesus? 
What is one thing you can do today to invite them into relationship with Christ?  
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Not only that, He was Holy. 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy. 
 
Perfect. Set Apart. Unlike anyone or anything 
else. 
 
Holy is what makes God, God. Maybe better said, 
our lack of holy is what makes us, not God.   
 
Upon seeing the great, mighty, Holy God – two 
things happen. First, Isaiah realizes who he is. 
He is not holy. The people he lives among are not 
holy. There is no hope for them. Second, he real-
izes who God is.  
 

“My eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
Almighty.”  

 
King Uzziah had died, yet the true King, the 
Lord Almighty, reigns.  
 
We don’t sit on the throne. Earthy kings don’t 
sit on the throne. The Lord, the King, sits on the 
throne.  
 
Believing this truth, Isaiah could be filled with 
hope once again. The seraphim touches Isaiah’s 
mouth with a burning coal, declaring Isaiah’s 
sins atoned for and his guilt stripped away.  
 
God’s holiness has always had a way of colliding 
with our imperfection, creating a way for us to 
be in right standing with the true King. Jesus 
endured the cross for the joy of reuniting us to 

His kingdom, and is now seated at the right hand 
(the place of honor) of the throne of God. So what 
is our response to the holiness, power and King-
ship of God? 
 
Isaiah’s was these words, “Here am I. Send me!” 
 
Ours should not be so different.  
 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such 
a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that 
so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, 
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfected of faith. For the joy set before him he 
endured the cross, scorning its shame and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
(Hebrews 12:1-2, NIV) 

 
See Him as King. 
 
Trust his authority, even when the circumstanc-
es seem bleak.  
 
Surrender to His rule, even when His rules don’t 
make sense.  
 
Throw off everything, including sin. Seek sancti-
fication, pursue holiness. 
 
Run your race with perseverance, keeping your 
eyes fixed on Jesus until the day he calls you 
home. 
  

Questions  

Thomas Merton said, “Our idea of God tells us more about ourselves than about Him,” What is 
your idea of God? It seems as if Isaiah he a limited view of God, until he saw God in this vision. 
Have you made God too small in your mind? When you envision God, who do you see? 
 
God is calling to you, much like he did to Isaiah: “Whom shall I send?” 
What is keeping you from saying, “Here I am. Send me!” 
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One of the teachers of the law came and 
heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus 
had given them a good answer, he asked 
him, “Of all the commandments, which is 
the most important?” “The most important 
one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ The second is this: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
commandment greater than these.” “Well 
said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are 
right in saying that God is one and there is 
no other but him. To love him with all your 
heart, with all your understanding and with 
all your strength, and to love your neighbor 
as yourself is more important than all burnt 
offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that 
he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You 
are not far from the kingdom of God.” And 
from then on no one dared ask him any more 
questions. (Mark 12:28-34, NIV) 

613. That is the number of commandments found 
in the Torah (the first five books of the Bible) 
that every Jewish person would be responsible 
to follow. That’s a lot of remembering and trying. 
Struggling and certainly failing. When the teach-
er of the law came to Jesus that day, he tried to 
trick Him. How could you pick just one as most 
important? 

Jesus doesn’t falter. He responds by quoting 
scripture to him in what is known as the She-
ma—a portion of the law that a Jewish person 
would recite daily. “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 
God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God….”  
Shema means “listen” and it comes from the first 
word of the command—hear. How can you love if 
you do not first listen? 

Jesus continues. He can’t just mention the most 
important command because there is another 
that follows ever so close. “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.”  The love of God and the love of people 
are inextricably linked.  

613 down to 2.  

One aspect of a kingdom is that it has laws that 
the king establishes. Without these, the kingdom 
cannot function. In a kingdom, if you don’t follow 
the laws, you put yourself at odds with the king. 
Jesus wasn’t just answering a question, Jesus 
was declaring the priorities of the new Kingdom 
He came to usher in. The man who asked Jesus 
the question in the first place could not help but 
agree, the most important decision in this life 
is to love God and love people. Knowing that he 
understood this, Jesus declared, “You are not far 
from the Kingdom of God.” 
 
Love of God and love of people, Jesus says, don’t 
just get you close to the Kingdom, but plants you 
firmly in it (see Luke 10:25-28). But love of God 
and love of people are also the ways the Kingdom 
powerfully expands. 

Every time you choose righteousness over sin. 
That is love of God, and the kingdom expands. 
Every time you speak life and encouragement in-
stead of criticism and gossip. That is love of peo-
ple, and the kingdom expands. 

Every time you spend time in prayer listening 
for wisdom from the Holy Spirit instead of doing 
your own thing. That is love of God, and the king-
dom expands. 

Every time you give of your time to selflessly 
serve another human made in God’s image. That 
is love of people, and the kingdom expands. 

Do you want to see God move powerfully through 
you? Do you want to partner with God to see 
God’s Kingdom come and His will be done? Do 
you want to really live? Make your life about two 
things: love God and love people and know that 
you will never be far from the Kingdom of God. 

WEEK FIVE / FRIDAY

Not Far From the Kingdom 
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Prayer

Lord, I want to see your Kingdom expand and grow in power and I be-

lieve anything is possible with you. Forgive me for failing to believe that 

all of the time. I don’t want to just talk about you and study about you, 

I want to know you. I want you to work powerfully in and through my 

life. As I surrender to you daily, may I have moments where you use me 

to accomplish your will and I know that it could only be you in my life. 

Amen. 

WEEK FIVE / SATURDAY

Rest and Reflect

Questions  

It is easy to complicate what Jesus tried to simplify. There are many commands, but they are 
all encompassed in just two—love of God and love of those made in God’s image. How might you 
love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength?  

Who do you need to practically show love to today? 
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“My kingdom 
is not of this 
world - my 
kingdom is 

from another 
place.” 

John 18:36 
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WEEK SIX / SUNDAY

MESSAGE NOTES  
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If we had been there, we might have heard the 
commotion in the city streets near the south-
ern end of Mount Zion. Perhaps it would have 
been the call of “Besorah!” or “Euangelion!” that 
would have caught our ears, or perhaps it was 
the rumble of dozens of languages being spoken 
at once. If we had been there, our interest would 
have been piqued, because the streets and hill-
sides have been filled with 
rumors, some spoken in the 
hushed tones of uncertainty, 
some scoffed at, and others 
spoken boldly by those who 
claimed to have witnessed 
the man himself, Jesus, ris-
en from the dead, eating, 
drinking, talking, allow-
ing His scars to be touched, 
proclaiming the Kingdom of 
God was here. And then, in 
an instant He was gone—He 
disappeared into the sky un-
til clouds were all that was 
seen. 
 
“Besorah!” and “Euange-
lion!” mean a good an-
nouncement is being made, 
and not just by anyone, by 
a King. This was a Roy-
al Announcement, and weren’t we still waiting 
for a messiah to restore our political freedom? 
This business with Jesus had turned nasty. We 
were certainly due for some good news; nothing 
prepares you to simultaneously hope for and be 
skeptical of good news like hundreds of years of 
captivity and foreign rule. We would have joined 
the crowd, willing at least to listen to what the 
heralds had to say. 
 
If we had been there, would we have been amazed 
to see that the speakers were the men known as 
followers of the crucified Jesus? What good news 

could they possibly have to share? Yet here they 
were, proclaiming Jesus was not just a king, but 
the King of Kings. 
 
If we had been there, it would not have been lost 
on us that this “Royal Announcement,” this proc-
lamation of a king, was about someone who had 
never worn a crown. Unless you count the crown 

of thorns they pressed upon 
His head. Surely this man 
was no king.   
 
And yet… and yet… these 
men have been transformed. 
It would not have been lost 
on you that just a few weeks 
earlier these fellows had 
been lying and sneaking and 
hiding, doing anything but 
stand by their Rabbi. Yet 
now here they were, speak-
ing in public, with great 
conviction that Jesus had 
indeed been the Son of God, 
sent to save us all from sin, 
death and separation from 
God.   
 
If we had been there and 
looked into the eyes of these 

men, perhaps we would have thought this gospel, 
this good news wasn’t about a kingdom made of 
walls and thrones. Maybe it wasn’t just about a 
new ruler and new rules, maybe just maybe, it 
was about being made new altogether.  

The big one, Peter we think, said this: 
 

Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited 
by God to you by miracles, wonders and 
signs, which God did among you through 
him, as you yourselves know. This man was 
handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan 

WEEK SIX / MONDAY

If We Had Been There... 
The Morning of Pentecost 
A House in Jerusalem, 
33 A.D. 
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and foreknowledge; and you, with the help 
of wicked men, put him to death by nailing 
him to the cross. But God raised him from the 
dead, freeing him from the agony of death, 
because it was impossible for death to keep 
its hold on him…God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah. 
(Acts 2:22-24, 36, NIV) 

If we had been there, we would have been cut to 
the heart by this remark, and cried out to Peter 
and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we 
do?” (Acts 2:37, NIV) 
 
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgive-
ness of your sins.” (Acts 2:38, NIV) 
 
Would we have repented if 
we had been there?   
 
Or not?   
 
Either way, we would have 
seen 3000 listeners added 
to the number of “Christia-
nos” or Christians, meaning 
followers of Christ, they be-
gan to be called. We would 
have also seen groups form, 
mobs filled with anger, made 
up of men who wanted this 
good news to be spoken of no 
more; for this Gospel was go-
ing to interfere with the way 
things were: the traditions 
and money and power of the 
Temple and the systems not 
only of worship but of gover-
nance that were in place. Which side would we 
have found ourselves on, if we had been there?   
 
We weren’t there, then, but we are here, now, 
and it still all comes down to how ready we are to 
give up self-rule, and accept the rule of the King, 
doesn’t it?     

 ______________________ 

 
Present Day 

Do we relate to the King as dead, honoring his 

legacy, cherishing his memory, but relegating 
him to holidays and rituals?  Apparently we 
aren’t alone.  In one of his letters to the young 
pastor Timothy, the Apostle Paul gave this 
admonition -  

“Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the 
dead...”  (2 Timothy 2:8, NIV) 

The King is very much alive, and very much in-
volved! Being separated as we are in this time of 
“now and not yet” we can fall into remembering 
the cross, but forgetting the Living God.  We are 
thankful for forgiveness, but not looking to him 
for constant guidance.  The King is not on hia-
tus, he is not unavailable, he is not indisposed.  
 

In fact, He is standing up, 
ready to move on our behalf.  
Good Kings protect and 
provide, and God is a good, 
good King.  
 
“And therefore the Lord 
[earnestly] waits [expecting, 
looking, and longing] to 
be gracious to you; and 
therefore He lifts Himself 
up, that He may have mercy 
on you and show loving-
kindness to you. For the 
Lord is a God of justice. 
Blessed (happy, fortunate, 
to be envied) are all those 
who [earnestly] wait for 
Him, who expect and look 
and long for Him [for His 
victory, His favor, His love, 
His peace, His joy, and 

His matchless, unbroken companionship]!”  
(Isaiah 30:18, AMPC) 

As life unfolds, will we look to our own 
strengths?  Our own insights?  Our own con-
trol?  Or will we expect and look and long for the 
King, waiting on his victory, favor, love, peace, 
joy and matchless unbroken companionship? 
Will we give up self-rule, and accept the rule of 
the King?  Will we enter into his protection, be 
thankful for his provision?  Or go it on our own?  
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Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to 
God with cries of joy. For the Lord Most 
High is awesome, the great King over 
all the earth. He subdued nations under 
us, peoples under our feet. He chose our 
inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom 
he loved. God has ascended amid shouts of 
joy, the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 
Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises 
to our King, sing praises. For God is the 
King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of 
praise. God reigns over the nations; God is 
seated on his holy throne. The nobles of the 
nations assemble as the people of the God of 
Abraham, for the kings of the earth belong to 
God; he is greatly exalted. (Psalm 47, NIV) 

 
Yesterday you read about the day of Pentecost—
fifty days after the resurrection of Jesus. On 
this day, the Holy Spirit fell powerfully, and the 
church was born. Peter, the same disciple who 
fearfully denied Jesus just a month prior, was 
now making a bold declaration to the crowds that 
gathered: 
 
“Therefore, let all Israel be assured of this: God 
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 
Lord and Messiah.” (Acts 2:36, NIV) Why was 
this important? 
 
The same people listening to Peter that day 
would have recited, sang and prayed Psalms like 
the one you just read: “For the Lord Most High is 
awesome, the great King over all the earth […] the 
kings of the earth belong to God.” 

(Psalm 47:2,9, NIV) 

There is a King, and there are kings. The people 
knew this, even if they did not always live like 
this. 
 
Since much of the teaching about the Kingdom of 
God in scripture centers on the ministry of Jesus, 
what we often fail to remember is that the King-
dom has always been. God the Father, Yahweh, 
has always been King of all of creation. Psalm 
10:6 says, “The LORD is King forever and ever….”   
 
Peter’s crowd would have known this. They knew 
there was a King, and they thought someday the 
Messiah would usher in His Kingdom. But they 
were confused, because they were still waiting 
for a Messiah who had already come.  
 
This is why Peter declared, “God has made this 
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Mes-
siah.” Peter was declaring to all who could hear 
that Jesus was Lord. Jesus was the long-awaited 
Messiah. Jesus was King and He came to ush-
er in a Kingdom that was already in existence 
before the foundation of time.  The Kingdom did 
not start with Jesus; it just became nearer, more 
accessible through Jesus.  
 
The Kingdom has always been, is present now, 
and is still to come in its fullness because “I am 
the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, 
“who is, and who was, and who is to come, the 
Almighty.” (Revelation 1:8, NIV)  
 

WEEK SIX / TUESDAY

Kingdom Rivals - Shortsightedness Restored  

Questions
The Lord was, and is, and is to come. 

Who has the Lord been to you in your past? 
How is He working in your life in the present? 
What do you have faith that He will do in the future? 
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So all the elders of Israel gathered together 
and came to Samuel at Ramah. They said 
to him, “You are old, and your sons do not 
follow your ways; now appoint a king to 
lead us, such as all the other nations have.” 
But when they said, “Give us a king to lead 
us,” this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to 
the Lord. And the Lord told him: “Listen to 
all that the people are saying to you; it is not 
you they have rejected, but they have rejected 
me as their king. As they have done from the 
day I brought them up out of Egypt until this 
day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so 
they are doing to you. Now listen to them; but 
warn them solemnly and let them know what 
the king who will reign over them will claim 
as his rights.” […] But the people refused to 
listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a 
king over us. Then we will be like all the other 
nations, with a king to lead us and to go out 
before us and fight our battles.” When Samuel 
heard all that the people said, he repeated it 
before the Lord. The Lord answered, 
“Listen to them and give them a king.” (1 
Samuel 8:4-9, 19-22, NIV) 

 
Give us a king! This was the demand of the Isra-
elites to the prophet and judge, Samuel. After all, 
we read yesterday about how the Lord is King 
over creation. Why would they then ask for an 
earthly king?  Certainly, this must have been a 
sinful demand. Not entirely.  
 
Hundreds of years prior, Moses was giving God-
ly instruction to a new generation of Israelites 
that were ready to enter the promised land after 
growing up wandering in the wilderness. This 
was the instruction given to the people about an 
earthly king: 

 
When you enter the land the Lord your God 
is giving you and have taken possession of 
it and settled in it, and you say, “Let us set 
a king over us like all the nations around 
us,” be sure to appoint over you a king 

the Lord your God chooses. (Deuteronomy 
17:14-15, NIV)

 
God knew that they would have a desire for an 
earthly king and He approved, with one caveat— 
it was to be of His choosing. In fact, in that same 
passage of scripture the exact qualifications of 
the type of king God would approve of were clear-
ly laid out.  
 
But when the time came, God’s instruction was 
not heeded.  
 
The people did not cry out for a king of God’s 
choosing; they demanded to be given a king like 
the other nations have. They didn’t want for 
themselves what God wanted for them and as a 
result, the Lord said, “They have rejected me as 
their king.”  
 
It is possible that the Israelites were not inten-
tionally trying to rebel against God as King. The 
desire for an earthly king “like the other nations” 
seemed harmless. Things seemed to be going well 
for them, maybe that would work for the Israel-
ites as well? Or maybe they simply forgot that 
God had clear criteria for who should be appoint-
ed as king? The road to rejecting God as King is 
often subtle, even innocent. Maybe in our lives, 
too? 
 
You face the same decisions as the Israelites did. 
Who or what do you want as your king, your mas-
ter? You may not realize it but each day there is 
a clash of kingdoms happening—the kingdoms of 
this world against the Kingdom of God.  
 
In the kingdom of this world, kings are ample. 
Celebrities are king. Nations are king. Happi-
ness is king. Self is king. There is even the temp-
tation to make our kids king. Each of these lesser 
kings are subtly vying for our allegiance. With 
time, money, affections and priorities, we often 
respond to the pull and pledge our allegiance to 
lesser kings. 

WEEK SIX / WEDNESDAY

Kingdom Rivals - Desires Reordered 
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In the Kingdom of God there is one King—Jesus. 
But when we pledge our allegiance to Him, sub-
mitting to His authority, He promises something 

greater than we could ever attain on our own. Zoe 
Life. Abundant life. Life now and life eternally. 
Who will you make your King? 

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because 
we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus 
and of the love you have for all God’s people—
the faith and love that spring from the 
hope stored up for you in heaven and about 
which you have already heard in the true 
message of the gospel that has come to you. In 
the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and 
growing throughout the whole world—just as 
it has been doing among you since the day you 
heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 
You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow 
servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ 
on our behalf, and who also told us of your 
love in the Spirit. For this reason, since the 
day we heard about you, we have not stopped 
praying for you. We continually ask God to 
fill you with the knowledge of his will through 
all the wisdom and understanding that 
the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life 
worthy of the Lord and please him in every 
way: bearing fruit in every good work, 
growing in the knowledge of God, being 
strengthened with all power according to his 
glorious might so that you may have great 
endurance and patience, and giving joyful 
thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 

share in the inheritance of his holy people in 
the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us 
from the dominion of darkness and brought 
us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins. (Colossians 1:3-14, NIV) 

 
Writing from prison, Paul pens these words to 
the church in Colosse to both encourage them 
and warn them. This church, consisting of most-
ly new believers, had to remain resolute in their 
faith despite the barrage of outside influences 
and false teaching they experienced. Paul opens 
this letter with words of encouragement, hope, 
challenge, and prayer. Most importantly, he re-
minds them that they have an inheritance in the 
“kingdom of light.” No longer do they belong to 
the “dominion of darkness.” 
 
As we spend our final week recognizing compet-
itors to God’s Kingdom, we must be steadfast 
in the truth that it is not just kingdoms of this 
world that are opposed to the Kingdom of God, 
but also a kingdom of darkness that is opposed 
to the Kingdom of light. The reason this world 
is full of competitors to the priorities and plans 
of God is that this world is influenced by your 
adversary who wants nothing less than the de-

WEEK SIX / THURSDAY

Kingdom Rivals - Enemy Defeated 

Questions 

When you use your time, money, talents, or behave just like everyone else in the world it is as if 
you are saying (just like the Israelites did) “give me a king just like other people have.” 

Your life looks no different. Life in God’s Kingdom means submitting to its King and His way of 
living. In the examples listed (time, money, talents, behavior) which ones are not in alignment 
with God’s will and His way?  
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Questions 

What do you need to “put on” today as you recognize the battle ensues around you? 
 
Paul doesn’t just write this letter to warn the church of the power of the enemy, but to affirm the 
believers for walking in the truth. One of the ways he supports them in this is through prayer: 
 
“We have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his 
will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life 
worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the 
knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you 
may have great endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has quali-
fied you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.” (Colossians 1:9-12, 
NIV)  Who do you need to pray these words over, and then tell them you did? 

struction of your faith and life. 
 

Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy 
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour.  
(1 Peter 5:8, NIV) 

 
In your weakness, God is made strong and you 
can draw on His strength to stand up to the ene-
my and stand strong in the faith.  
 

“Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
power. Put on the full armor of God, so that 
you can take your stand against the devil’s 
schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the 
full armor of God, so that when the day of 
evil comes, you may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have done everything, 
to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of 
truth buckled around your waist, with the 
breastplate of righteousness in place, and 
with your feet fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of peace.  In addition 
to all this, take up the shield of faith, with 
which you can extinguish all the flaming 

arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God.” (Ephesians 6:10-13, NIV) 

 
Just as you can’t always see how the Kingdom 
of God is expanding, you can’t fully see how the 
kingdom of darkness is influencing. Fail to re-
member that truth and you will begin to attack 
the wrong person for the problems you face! “Your 
struggle is not against flesh and blood.” Some-
times you go to war with yourself. You think “I’m 
the problem” “I’m not enough” “I’ll never get this 
right” “God can’t use me” Sometimes you go to 
war with others – they are the problem. “They 
always let me down.” “They never say the right 
thing.” “They are so insensitive and thoughtless.” 
“They’ll never apologize.”  
 
Jesus said that the devil is a liar and the father 
of lies. Half-truths, un-truths and twisted-truth 
is his native language. If he can deceive you into 
believing that you are not enough and that other 
people are not worthy of your love and forgive-
ness; he has you right where he wants you. Don’t 
give in. Put on the full armor of God so you can 
take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 
Truth. Righteousness. Gospel of peace. Faith. 
Salvation. Word of God. And when you have done 
all to stand, stand firm. 
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But if it is preached that Christ has been 
raised from the dead, how can some of you say 
that there is no resurrection of the dead? If 
there is no resurrection of the dead, then not 
even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has 
not been raised, our preaching is useless and 
so is your faith. More than that, we are then 
found to be false witnesses about God, for we 
have testified about God that he raised Christ 
from the dead. But he did not raise him if in 
fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead 
are not raised, then Christ has not been raised 
either. And if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then 
those also who have fallen asleep in Christ 
are lost. If only for this life we have hope in 
Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
But Christ has indeed been raised from 
the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. For since death came through 
a man, the resurrection of the dead comes 
also through a man. For as in Adam all die, 
so in Christ all will be made alive. But each 
in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he 
comes, those who belong to him. Then the end 
will come, when he hands over the kingdom to 
God the Father after he has destroyed all 
dominion, authority and power. For he must 
reign until he has put all his enemies under 
his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death. For he “has put everything under his 
feet.” Now when it says that “everything” has 
been put under him, it is clear that this does 
not include God himself, who put everything 
under Christ. When he has done this, then the 
Son himself will be made subject to him who 
put everything under him, so that God may be 
all in all. (1 Corinthians 15:12-28, NIV) 

 
We were made for eternal life, never death. 
When God first created the world, He lived in 
perfect, unbroken relationship with humankind 
who were created in His image. As sinless im-
age-bearers, Adam and Eve were given the job to 
rule over the earth and subdue it. They were to 

have authority as leaders within God’s good and 
perfect Kingdom. They were given almost unlim-
ited freedom with one exception—do not eat from 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil or you will 
certainly die (Genesis 2:17, NIV). They ate. Sin 
entered. There is only one price that can be paid 
for sin and that is death for, “the wages of sin is 
death.” (Romans 6:23, NIV) 
 
The problem is, you were not made to die, you 
were made to live. Abundantly. For all of eterni-
ty. So, Jesus came. He died the death you could 
not die. He sacrificed His life in your stead. His 
sole desire was to suffer so you will not suffer. 
Bear your sin and your shame so that you can 
live in unbroken relationship with Him and ex-
perience real life in Him. “The gift of God is eter-
nal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23, 
NIV) What a gift. 
 
On this Good Friday, that is what we remember. 
It took death to defeat death. Jesus died so we 
might live. This was not the end of the story. 
 
Resurrection would come. The truth of Jesus 
hangs on the resurrection. The legitimacy of our 
faith hangs on the resurrection for, “If Christ has 
not been raised, our preaching is useless and so 
is your faith... And if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.” (1 
Cor. 15:14, 17, NIV)   
 
But Christ has indeed been raised. This is the 
life-changing, death-shattering, enemy-defeating 
truth that we will celebrate on Sunday. Resur-
rection triumphed over death. 
 
Even though relationship with Jesus promises 
eternal life, we still suffer physical death. Our 
bodies atrophy and decay. We grieve the loss of 
loved ones. Why? Because as Paul writes in this 
passage, “the last enemy to be destroyed is death.” 
(1 Corinthians 5:26, NIV) But it will be defeated 
once-and-for-all. 
 

WEEK SIX / FRIDAY

Kingdom Rivals - Death Destroyed 



T H E  K I N G  &  H I S  K I N G D O M

81

Jesus will return. And when He does, He will de-
feat every enemy. The devil will have no domin-
ion, no authority and no power. Sin, death, hell, 
and the grave will be conquered forever. Jesus 
will hand over the Kingdom to God the Father. 
(1 Corinthians 15:24) 
 
And then for all of eternity we get to experience 
the “not yet” side of the Kingdom. We get to bask 
in the glory of the long-awaited promise... 
 

“...of His Kingdom there will be no end.”  
(Luke 1:33, NIV) 

 
That day will come, but it has not come yet. In 
the meantime,“Practice Resurrection.” 15Mean-
ing, live your life like everything you just read is 
true. Live like Jesus died. Live in the victory of 
the resurrection. Live like Jesus will come again. 
Live like a true citizen of the Kingdom of God.  
 

Questions 

As you reflect back on this Lenten season, and you prepare your heart for Easter Sunday, write 
down some ways that you can be intentional to “practice resurrection”. 
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You have learned what it looks like to receive the Kingdom, seek first the 

Kingdom, see the Kingdom, experience the Kingdom, expand the Kingdom 

and identify the resistance you will face while you live in the Kingdom. 

You read about life in the Kingdom: God’s rule, God’s ways, God’s stories, 

God’s power, God’s blessings, and God’s rivals.  

You read about John the Baptist preaching, “Repent! For the Kingdom of 

heaven has come near.” 

And Jesus preaching, “Repent! For the Kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  

And the disciple Peter taking on a Kingdom urgency to declare, “Repent and 

be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgive-

ness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”  

And you? Will you join in the long list of citizens of God’s Kingdom who have 

boldly declared, “Repent!” It may sound different based on the person you 

are talking to... 

“Have I ever shared with you the best decision I ever made?” 

“I know you know I go to church; have I ever told you why?” 

“We’ve been friends all these years, and yet I’ve never had a conversation 

with you about what you believe about Jesus and why. Can we do that 

sometime?” 

“Have you ever thought about your life’s purpose? I may not have all the 

answers, but it is a question I’ve wrestled through myself.” 

“I don’t believe that you were created to walk through life alone. Will you 

come to church with me sometime?” 

WEEK SIX / SATURDAY

Rest and Reflect
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You see, if you learn about the Kingdom, and then keep it to yourself, you 

have missed the point entirely.  Jesus announced the Kingdom so that ALL 

would receive the invitation, and all would respond by saying YES. 

Who will you tell? Who will you invite? There is no better time than now. 

Prayer

Lord, protect me from all the things that seek to rival your Kingdom. 

Help me to have the right priorities, keep me from sin, protect me from 

the attacks of the enemy, and keep me from allowing fear to consume 

me or keep you from using me in powerful ways. Give me the courage, 

boldness and faith to not keep this news to myself but to share it with all 

who will listen. The Kingdom is not a matter of talk, but of power and so 

I open myself up to be used by you. I don’t know what to say or how to 

say it, but I trust when I open my mouth you will speak for me. Amen. 





T H E  K I N G  &  H I S  K I N G D O M

85

“If you are thirsty, come here; come, there’s 
water for all. Whoever is poor and penniless 
can still come and buy the food I sell. There’s 
no cost—here, have some food, hearty and 
delicious, and beverages, pure and good. I 
don’t understand why you spend your money 
for things that don’t nourish or work so hard 
for what leaves you empty. Attend to Me 
and eat what is good; enjoy the richest, most 
delectable of things. Listen closely, and come 
even closer.  

My words will give life, for I will make a 
covenant with you that cannot be broken, 
a promise of My enduring presence and 
support like I gave to David. See, I made 
him a witness to the peoples, a leader and 
commander among the nations. Now you 
will issue a call to nations from all over 
the world—people whom you do not know 
and who do not know you. They will come 
running, because of Me, your God because the 
Eternal, the Holy One of Israel, has made you 
beautiful. 
  
So turn your attention and seek the Eternal 
One while it is still possible; call on Him 
while He is nearby. Let those who are busy 

plotting violence and doing wrong stop right 
now, turn, and do right. Let them turn back 
to the Eternal so they can experience His 
compassion. God will excuse our past wrongs. 
Our God’s forgiveness is inexhaustible.  
My intentions are not always yours, and I do 
not go about things as you do. My thoughts 
and My ways are above and beyond you, 
just as heaven is far from your reach here on 
earth. For as rain and snow can’t go back 
once they’ve fallen, but soak into the ground 
and nourish the plants that grow, providing 
seed to the farmer and bread for the hungry, 
so it is when I declare something. My word 
will go out and not return to Me empty, But 
it will do what I wanted; it will accomplish 
what I determined. For you will go out in joy, 
be led home in peace. And as you go the land 
itself will break out in cheers; the mountains 
and the hills will erupt in song, and the trees 
of the field will clap their hands. Prickly 
thorns and nasty briers will give way to 
luxurious shade trees, sweet and good. And 
they’ll remind you of the Eternal One and how 
God can be trusted absolutely and forever.” 
(Isaiah 55 The Voice)  

 
The prophet Isaiah wrote down these words of 

EP I LOGUE 
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God around 750 years before the birth of Christ. 
Over 2000 years have passed since Jesus’ life on 
earth, and this all means these words have had a 
lot of time to come true.  

And yet, we can read them and see the gap be-
tween them and our lives, the gap between God’s 
promises and our realities. How can this be? Did 
Isaiah write things down incorrectly? Did God 
change? Are we simply missing it?  

Or is something else going on here?  

Stories change. If there is no rise and fall in a sto-
ry, it isn’t a story; it’s a series of events. Authors 
tend to follow one of several common story nar-
ratives, or arcs, such as Rags to Riches, stories in 
which the characters’ fortunes rise. There is also 
the opposite, called Riches to Rags, where char-
acters experience a great fall. From here, things 
get more complicated, involving rises and falls 
and rising again, such as the fate of Marlin the 
clownfish in Finding Nemo. And these stories be-
gin to emulate real life—with its ups and downs. 
Which brings us to the story arc called, “Double 
Man in the Hole,” where the fortunes of the main 
characters fall, rise, fall again, then triumphant-
ly rise again. 
 
The story of God and man had a banging begin-
ning, then a horrible fall, then a wonderful Sav-
ior, and now...  

...the second hole.  

The plan for the 
complete redemption 
of mankind is 
incomplete. 

We are awaiting the next part of the story. We 
find ourselves in the second hole, the one we 
could call “already, but not yet.”  

Already we can taste and see that the Lord is 
good, but not yet will the cravings of the flesh be 
silenced, not yet is the option of sin eliminated.  

Already the Savior has come, but not yet has the 
enemy of our souls been permanently defeated 
and removed from us forever.  

Already we can have the Spirit of the Living God 
with and within us, guiding us and comforting 
us and convicting us, but not yet do we have new 
bodies, new heaven, new earth.  

Already separation from God has been overcome, 
but not yet can we see God with physical eyes.  

Already, we have the Word of God, but not yet 
has it accomplished all God sent it to do. Already 
we have hope, but not yet have we been led home 
in peace. 

We are still in a hole where sin and sorrow and 
sickness and wickedness exist. 

And perhaps this is one of the reasons Jesus in-
structed us,  

“This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our 
Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.’” 
(Matthew 6:9-10, NIV)  

Eternity won’t take forever to get here, and our 
role as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven is to live 
under the rule of the King—anywhere the King 
is obeyed, the Kingdom is made manifest. We are 
like ambassadors, sent to establish embassies 
all across the land. When God sent the Israelites 
into the promised land, he told them every place 
they set their foot would be theirs (Deuteronomy 
11:24 and Joshua 1:3), and this was a foreshad-
owing of our Kingdom assignment—that every 
way we submit to the King’s rule, every time we 
obey, every time we enter into his way of living as 
we serve our neighbors, serve our enemies, serve 
our brothers and sisters, every time we adhere 
steadfastly to righteous living, every time we 
honor God and not our flesh, every time we wor-
ship rather than despair, we are living out the 
prayer Jesus taught and God’s will is being done, 
in the now, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Not yet are we living in the full inheritance of the 
Kingdom, but someday we will.  
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 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for 
the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the 
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beauti-
fully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwell-
ing place is now among the people, and he will 
dwell with them. They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He 
will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be 
no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for 
the old order of things has passed away.”  

He who was seated on 
the throne said, 
“I am making 
everything new!” 

Then he said, “Write this down, for these 
words are trustworthy and true.”  

He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. 
To the thirsty I will give water without cost 
from the spring of the water of life. Those who 
are victorious will inherit all this, and I will 
be their God and they will be my children.” 
(Revelation 21:1-7, NIV)  
 

Then, the not yet will become the now, and we 
will thirst no more! Until then, now, let us take 
heart, be of good courage, and turn to God with 
all the needs of our thirsty hearts and minds, 
knowing that those who wait upon the Lord will 
not be disappointed.  

For now, there is still death and mourning and 
crying and pain, but the King promised not to 
leave us here.  

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You 
believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s 
house has many rooms; if that were not so, 
would I have told you that I am going there 
to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come back and 

take you to be with me that you also may be 
where I am. You know the way to the place 
where I am going.” (John 14:1-4, NIV)  

When will that be? How long will we be ambassa-
dors for the King in this fallen world?  

“Above all, you must understand that in the 
last days scoffers will come, scoffing and 
following their own evil desires. They will 
say, ‘Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever 
since our ancestors died, everything goes on as 
it has since the beginning of creation.’ But do 
not forget this one thing, dear friends: With 
the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like a day. The Lord 
is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead he is patient 
with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance.” 
(2 Peter 3:3-4, 8-9, NIV)  

The King is not slow in keeping His promises; 
He said He would come for us, so He is going to 
come for us, just wait and see! In the now, we do 
the work of the Kingdom, trusting in the provi-
sion and protection of the King, knowing He will 
return and all who are looking for Him with an-
ticipation in their hearts will triumphantly rise 
out of this second hole to meet Him! Now, “Take 
a new grip with your tired hands, stand firm on 
your shaky legs, and mark out a straight, smooth 
path for your feet so that those who follow you, 
though weak and lame, will not fall and hurt 
themselves but become strong.” (Hebrews 12:12-
13 TLB)  

Our faithful following of the King makes a smooth 
path for others to join, entering into Kingdom life, 
right here in the “now but not yet” with us, until 
that day when we rise out of this second hole, 
entering into the perfection of eternity with God.
  
And then, the really good part starts.  

He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I 
am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
(Revelation 22:20, NIV)  
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